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Service 
keeps 
seniors 
warm 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 








HAMPDEN - Financial re- 
lief is available for seniors fight- 
ing to stay warm this winter. The 
Valley Opportunity Council’s 
Fuel Assistance Program will 
pay or reimburse seniors for a 
large portion of their fuel expen- 
ditures. 

“The program runs from 
Nov. | to April 30; it’s extremely 
valuable,” said Wendy Cowles, 
outreach coordinator for the 
Hampden Council on Aging. 
“Sometimes if you get fuel assis- 


MA OM x Yee >. 
Wendy Cowles, outreach 
coordinator for the Hampden 
Council on Aging, encourages 
residents in need to apply for 
fuel assistance. For information 
on the program, Call 566-5588. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO 


tance, you might not need to pay 
a gas bill for three, four or five 
months depending on how much 
money you get.” 

The Fuel Assistance Program 
is available to a wide range of el- 
igible individuals and families of 
all age ranges. Despite operating 
out of the senior center, Cowles 
is open to working with appli- 
cants of all ages and welcomes 
individuals from out of town to 
stop in. 

“We are the only social ser- 
vice agency in Hampden so I 
can help anybody; Hampden 
residents or residents from oth- 
er towns as well [in Hampden 
County]. If you live in a sur- 
rounding town, the senior center 
might be closer so if somebody 
needs help, I will help them,” she 
said. 

The COA is working dili- 
gently to promote the resource, 
aiming to increase awareness 
amongst the town’s senior pop- 
ulation. Cowles urges all seniors 


Please see SENIORS, page 7 
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Competing intelligence 


Wilbraham teen 
among top 14 in NSF 
competition 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


ibraham student Kon- 
rad Gomez-Haibach 
is an aspiring scientist 


and gamer who was recently 
named as a finalist among 14 
research universities and insti- 
tutions for a National Science 
Foundation prize. 

In an open to the public 
campaign, the National Science 
foundation, a U.S. government 
agency that funds important 
research and education, sought 
proposals for emerging oppor- 
tunities in science and engineer- 
ing. The call attracted proposals 
from internationally recognized 
researchers, according to Go- 
mez-Haibach’s father, Frederick 
Haibach. 

Gomez-Haibach, now 16, 
studies at the University of Ne- 
braska Online High School and 
entered the contest last year as 
one of 800 contestants. Entrants 
were mostly professors from 
research institutes and univer- 
sities. His entry was titled “Hu- 
man vs. Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) — Gamers Helping Scien- 
tists.” 

“Through a popular, open 
world game with [National 
Science Foundation] highlight 
challenges, gamers learn sci- 
ence while aiding scientists as 
human intelligence in simula- 
tions that typically use machine 
learning or AI,’ the entry de- 
scription reads. 

“Konrad has amazing in- 
sight, but you wouldn’t know it 





Konrad Gomez-Haibach, of Wilbraham, is a finalist for a National Science Foundation prize for his 
research entry titled “Human vs. Artificial Intelligence (Al) - Gamers Helping Scientists.” TIMES PHOTO 


COURTESY FREDERICK HAIBACH 


if you just met him on the street. 
The NSF 2026 Idea Machine 
competition shows that super- 
man ideas and courage live in- 
side this mild-mannered kid,’ 
said Frederick Haibach, adding 
that Konrad received a $1,000 
check as his prize for making it 
to the top 14. 

All proposals are judged on 
their merit and public comment; 
there is no accommodation for 
the age, seniority or size of the 
proposing team, the elder Ha1- 
bach said. Any U.S. citizen aged 
14 and older could enter the 
contest. Gomez-Haibach was 
encouraged to apply because 
high school classes were spe- 
cifically invited to apply in the 
announcement. 


Konrad’s immediate plans 
are to finish his homework and 
pal around with his local friends 
in the Pioneer Valley. 

“Tt feels gratifying to be rec- 
ognized,” he said. “My idea was 
to make a popular, open world 
with scientist-made challenges. 
Important parts of this game 
would be to help gamers of all 
ages learn science while helping 
scientists as a creative resource 
in simulations that typically use 
machine learning or computer 
intelligence.” 

Gomez-Haibach said his 
passion for gaming sparked at 
the age of 10 with a game called 
“Star Wars: Commander,” 
which many people thought was 
unfair and unbalanced, he said. 


“T reacted to this and my 
dad helped me make a simple 
spreadsheet to verify the com- 
munity’s belief. I sent my find- 
ings to the team in charge of 
‘Star Wars: Commander’ and 
they responded by sending me a 
reply thanking me,’ he said. “I 
had thought that the idea behind 
game balancing was interesting 
so I started thinking about and 
exploring other game mechan- 
ics. The more [ learned about 
game design, the more interest- 
ed I became.” 

While the competition and 
comment period has_ ended, 
those wishing to view the top 33 
entries and video pitches may 
do so online at nsf2026imgal- 
lery.skild.com. 


SC Building Committee eyes special town meeting 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - With less 
than a month left to prepare the 
warrant for annual Town Meet- 
ing, the Senior Center Build- 
ing Committee is pumping the 
brakes. 

Rather than rushing to meet a 
March deadline, the committee, 
hearing initial positive reports 
from Assistant Town Adminis- 
trator Thomas Sullivan, hopes 
to continue the momentum by 
waiting for a fall special town 
meeting, when enough funding 
may be available to finance a 
new building without the need 
for a debt exclusion vote. 

While Sullivan was unable 
to make the Feb. 13 meeting of 
the committee inside the current 
Wilbraham Senior Center at 45 
Post Office Park, committee 
member and Director of Elder 


Affairs Paula Dubord gave the 
committee the positive news. 

According to  Dubord, 
should the project wait until 
fall — likely in October — Sulli- 
van has found ways to finance 
the project using free cash from 
fiscal 2020 and possible free 
cash from the fiscal 2021 bud- 
get voters will approve in May. 
Sullivan, she noted, used the 
preliminary estimates from ar- 
chitect John Catlin, who has yet 
to provide plans for a new build- 
ing. Catlin’s current estimate 1s 
$9.68 million. 

“We have had no discussion 
about how to get that $9.6 mil- 
lion down,” Dubord said, high- 
lighting the good news. “It will 
be more beneficial for us to wait 
for the fall.” 

Without plans or renderings, 
the committee has been unable 
to explore potential cost savings 
on the proposed project. While 
they are confident with Catlin’s 


experience, having designed 
several local senior centers, they 
are hopeful they can bring the 
cost estimate down. 

“Until we have a set of draw- 
ings, we can’t value engineer,” 
Building Committee member 
George Fontaine said. “John 
Catlin has done a lot of senior 
centers,’ he continued, “he 
won’t lead you down a wrong 
path.” 

Currently, the Committee is 
seeking to propose a new build- 
ing project that would construct 
a Wilbraham Senior Center in 
the vicinity of 15,000 square 
feet on town-owned property 
behind the Town Office Build- 
ing at 240 Springfield St. that 
abuts the Country Club of Wil- 
braham. Committee Chairman 
Dennis Lopata noted that while 
there has been discussion by 
some elected officials about ty- 
ing water and sewer to the new 
building and the Town Hall, the 


Building Committee has not 
had that discussion. He said the 
current estimate includes well 
and septic installation. 

The Building Committee 
spent time Feb. 13 discussing 
how to go forward with infor- 
mation pertaining to the past 
work of the Feasibility Study 
Committee and specifically, its 
analysis of Memorial School. 

Lopata noted that the Feasi- 
bility Study Committee did not 
have a budget aside from the 
$30,000 for Catlin to analyze 
their sites and to provide plans 
for their preferred location. He 
said the committee visited the 
nearly 50,000 square foot for- 
mer school but did not pay for 
a full study. 

Dubord noted at the time 
of the meeting, the Board of 
Selectmen have begun seeking 
bids to study all of the town’s 


Please see BUIDLING, page 13 
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Early primary voting begins next week 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Voting for the presidential 
primary is set to begin ahead of 
the Tuesday, March 3 election. 

For the first time, statewide, 
voters will have the opportuni- 
ty to cast their primary ballots 
ahead of the election as part of 
the early voting period Monday 
through Friday, Feb. 24-28. Any 
registered voter may participate, 
and unlike absentee voting, ear- 
ly voting does not require an 
exemption for such issues as re- 
ligious observances or medical 
issues. 

In Hampden, voters may cast 
their ballots in the Town House 
auditorium, 625 Main St. during 
regular business hours, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24 through 
Thursday, Feb. 27. 

Wilbraham voters may cast 
their early ballots at the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
St., Monday through Friday, Feb. 
24-28, between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Unlike the first round of ear- 
ly voting, which occurred during 
the 2016 presidential election, 
neither town will offer a second- 
ary location for the process. 

“T think the early voting 
makes a very good convenience 
for some people,’ Wilbraham 
Town Clerk Carole Tardif said. 
“Tt does create more work for the 
clerk’s office but it is convenient 
and easier for the voter, especial- 
ly seniors.” 

Hampden Town Clerk Eva 
Wiseman said with multiple ex- 


periences with early voting now 
in the past, she doesn’t foresee a 
need for added hours, which in- 
creases expenses to the town. 

“Extending hours didn’t do 
anything for turnout,’ Wiseman 
said, noting voter turnout, even 
for presidential primaries tends 
to be on the lighter side. Turnout, 
she noted, was higher in 2016 
when there was no incumbent 
candidate running for the pres- 
idency. While this year’s race is 
heated on the Democratic tick- 
et, Wiseman said there are only 
about 600 registered Democrats 
in town. 

Those who do not vote in 
the early voting period can cast 
their ballots on Tuesday, March 
3. Wilbraham voters will report 
to Minnechaug Regional High 
School, 621 Main St. Wilbraham, 
for all precincts. Hampden voters 
will cast ballots in the auditorium 
of the Town House, 625 Main St. 

Participants in early voting, 
like voters on March 3, will be 
able to vote in the presidential 
primary election, as well as the 
primary for the special state sen- 
ate election. Registered members 
of the Democratic, Republican, 
Green-Rainbow and Libertarian 
parties can vote on their party’s 
ballot; political independents 
(“unenrolled”) can choose to 
vote on any party’s primary bal- 
lot. 

Those who select Democratic 
ballots can choose from 15 can- 
didates in the presidential prima- 
ry. Listed in ballot order, they are 
former Massachusetts Gov. De- 
val Patrick, Minnesota U.S. Sen. 


Amy Klobuchar, Massachusetts 
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Col- 
orado U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, 
former New York City Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg, Hawaii 
U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, New 
Jersey U.S. Sen. Cory Book- 
er, former San Antonio, Texas, 
Mayor Julian Castro, California 
hedge fund manager Tom Steyer, 
Vermont U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers, former Vice President Joseph 
R. Biden, former Maryland U.S. 
Rep. John K. Delaney, New York 
entrepreneur Andrew Yang, for- 
mer South Bend, Ind., Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg, and California 
author Marianne Williamson. 
Booker, Castro, Delaney, Patrick, 
Williamson and Yang appear on 
ballots even though they are no 
longer actively campaigning. 

Republican ballots for the 
presidential primary will in- 
clude, in ballot order, former 
Massachusetts Gov. William F. 
Weld, former Illinois U.S. Rep. 
Joe Walsh, incumbent President 
Donald J. Trump, and California 
businessman Roque “Rocky” de 
la Fuente. Walsh appears on bal- 
lots even though he has suspend- 
ed his campaign. 

Libertarian ballots for the 
presidential primary will in- 
clude Arvin Vohra, Vermin Love 
Supreme, Jacob George Horn- 
berger, Samuel Joseph Robb, 
Dan Taxation is Theft Behrman, 
Kimberly Margaret Ruff, Ken- 
neth Reed Armstrong, Adam 
Kokesh, Jo Jorgensen and Max 
Abramson. 

In Wilbraham, voters on 
March 3 will see for the first 
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time new voting machines, Tar- 
dif said. The machines, which 
were delivered in October, will 
be tested ahead of the election. 
Tardif said voters should note a 
slight change to the way they cast 
their vote, as the ballot is slightly 
different. 

“People no longer have to 
join arrows,” she said. “Now they 
have to fill in the circle or oval.” 

Tardif also said the machines, 
while manufactured from the 
same vendor, are slightly slower 
than the old machine. She advises 
residents to wait at the machine 
until they receive a “Thank You,” 
which means the ballot was ac- 
cepted without issue. Should the 
ballot be blank or in the event a 
voter marked too many positions, 
an error message will pop up, al- 
lowing for corrective measures. 

Registered voters have the 
option to request an early voting 
ballot through the mail. Applica- 
tions are 
available 
at Www. 
sec.State. 
ma.us/ 
ele. They 
may be 
filled 
out and 
mailed 
to the 
appropri- 
ate town 
clerk. 

Those 
who will 
not be 
in town 
during 


the early voting period and are 
unable to reach the polls March 
3 also have the option of casting 
an absentee ballot. Such ballots 
are only available for those who 
will be absent from the town 
during polling hours, physically 
disabled preventing them from 
going to the polls or religious 
belief. A request in writing 1s re- 
quired for obtaining an absentee 
ballot. 

Wilbraham voters should call 
596-2800 ext. 200 for more in- 
formation and Hampden voters 
should call 566-2151 ext. 103. 
Absentee ballots will be available 
until noon on Monday, March 2. 

Residents may check their 
voter registration status online at 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele, or by 
calling or visiting the appropriate 
clerk’s office. The last day to reg- 
ister to vote, or change parties, in 
time for the primary election was 
Feb. 12. 


Recent police activity 
in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Police Depart- 
ment released information on recent police activity 
reported by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrested or 
summonsed will appear in court at a future date and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 


Feb. 9 


At 12:04 p.m., police responded to a car accident 
on Red Bridge Road. Involved were a pickup truck and 
a mail delivery vehicle. No injuries were reported but 
the operator of the pickup truck, Jonathan Jedziniak, 
26, of Palmer, was arrested for operating under the in- 


fluence of liquor and negligent operation of a motor 


vehicle. 


At 3:22 p.m., police arrested Michael Wilkins, 52, 
of Bristol, Connecticut, for several counts of shop- 
lifting, possession of cocaine and for concealing his 
identity with the misuse of his registration plates. On 
this date, a Loss Prevention Officer from Home Depot 
watched as he was allegedly concealing merchandise 
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and getting ready to flee when police arrived. 

At 4:09 p.m., Wilbraham police responded to a 
traffic accident and while investigating found that one 
of the operators had a warrant for his arrest. Adam Mc- 


grath, 35, of Wilbraham, 
was taken into custody for 
the warrant. 


Feb. 12 

At 6:37p.m., a Wil- 
braham officer stopped a 
black Nissan for an equip- 
ment violation on Boston 
Road. The operator, Keith 
Wood, 63, from Chicop- 
ee, showed signs of im- 
pairment. After the officer 
continued with his inves- 
tigation, Wood was placed 
under arrest for operating 
under the influence of li- 
quor and negligent opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle. 
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State Rep. Brian Ashe, D-Longmeadow, speaks with the 
real estate staff of William Raveis Real Estate in East 
Longmeadow, updating the team about the status of 
the region’s crumbling concrete foundations. A forum 
regarding the issue will take place March 14 at Granite 
Valley Middle School in Monson. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Rep. Ashe meets with 
agents regarding 
crumbling foundations 


EAST LONGMEADOW - State Rep. Brian Ashe 
(D-Longmeadow) met with local real estate agents from 
William Raveis Real Estate in East Longmeadow, to 
discuss the status of crumbling foundations throughout 
Western Massachusetts caused by the presence of pyr- 
rhotite, as well as to discuss the report filed by the Crum- 
bling Concrete Foundations Study Commission, which 
was submitted to the state. 

“T would like to thank Karen Reggiannini from Wil- 
liam Raveis for inviting me to speak about this import- 
ant issue with her colleagues,’ Ashe said. “Crumbling 
foundations affect Realtors, banks, insurance companies, 
local municipalities, builders and most important, inno- 
cent homeowners. Realtors are faced with questions and 
concerns over this issue from both sellers and buyers and 
have seen first-hand the impact this problem has had on 
home sales throughout Western Mass. As co-chair of the 
Crumbling Concrete Foundations Study Commission, it 
has been a tremendous learning process and it is clear 
everyone must work together to find the best solution.” 

Pyrrhotite is an iron sulfide mineral that has been 
found in a quarry in northeastern Connecticut that pro- 
vided building aggregate for construction projects 
throughout Connecticut and Western Mass. Over time, 
pyrrhotite that 1s exposed to oxygen and water reacts and 
causes swelling and cracking. As a structure continues to 
deteriorate, it often becomes unsound. The only repair 
thus far is to replace the home’s foundation, which comes 
at a high cost to the homeowner, as it is not covered by 
insurance. 

“Let’s face it, the biggest financial investment most 
people make is in their home. If their home does not 
have a sound foundation the value drastically decreases, 
which not only affects the homeowner but also the value 
of neighboring homes and the local municipality, as they 
could stand to lose thousands of dollars in property tax 
revenue,’ Ashe said. 

Ashe, along with Co-Chair Sen. Anne Gobi, will be 
hosting a public forum Saturday, March 14, at the Gran- 
ite Valley Middle School Auditorium, 21 Thompson St., 
Monson from 10 a.m. to noon. There will be a brief pre- 
sentation followed by a question and answer period. 
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Celebrate Mardi 
Gras with Federated 
Church Feb. 22 


HAMPDEN -— Federated Community Church, 
located at 590 Main Street in Hampden announced 
a Family Mardi Gras Party to take place Saturday, 
Feb. 22 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Celebrate with music, 
dance, crafts, beads and refreshments. All are wel- 
come to attend the free event. For more information 
call the church office at 566-3711. 


PAV announces 
upcoming trips 


WILBRAHAM - The Polish American Veterans of 
Wilbraham announced multiple trips for 2020. All trips 
depart from the Polish American Veterans, 1124 Berk- 
shire Ave., Indian Orchard. 

The first trip will take place Thursday, Sept. 24 to 
see “Dolly & Kenny” at the Stadium Theater in Woon- 
socket, Rhode Island. Bus departs at 10 a.m. and the 
package includes round trip transportation, a chicken 
dinner at Wright’s Chicken Restaurant, a matinee trib- 
ute show to Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers, meal tax- 
es and gratuities. Show features such hits as “9 to 5,” 
“Lady” and “The Gambler.” 

Cost is $92 per person, with final payment due by 
Aug. 20. 

The next trip takes place Tuesday, Oct. 20 to see 
“Ghost of a Chance” at the Newport Playhouse & Cab- 
aret. Package includes round trip transportation and 
buffet luncheon, the Playhouse comedy show, a cabaret 
show, meal taxes and gratuities. Cost is $102 with final 
payment due Sept. 21. 

For either trip, make checks payable to “Polish 
American Veterans Club” and mail to Rich Goscimins- 
ki, 149 Center St. Apt. 1, Ludlow MA 01056. 


OSRPC to discuss plan 
update at Feb. 25 meeting 


WILBRAHAM -— The second session of the 
creation of the 2022-2029 Wilbraham Open Space 
and Recreation Plan will be held Tuesday, Feb. 25 
at 7 p.m. in Conference Room | of the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield St. Snow date is Feb. 27. 

At that time the committee will review drafts of 
the “History of Wilbraham” and “Population Charac- 
teristics” sections, which addresses demographic fac- 
tors and trends. Drafts will be presented and edited by 
the committee. Following the editing, questions and 
comments will be taken from the audience. 

Residents who would like to get involved may do 
so by completing a survey available at the Town Of- 
fice building and at the Wilbraham Public Library, 25 
Crane Park Drive, as well as online at Wilbraham-ma. 
gov and the Wilbraham Open Space Facebook page. 


Thank you, 


Tracey Hebert 
for bringing to life 


Rosemary Sydney ~ PICNIC 

Mama Morton ~ CHICAGO 

Fraulein Kost ~ CABARET 
Mrs. Higgins ~ MY FAIR LADY 


They will forever live 
in our hearts, as will you. 


Godspeed and much love, 
Mark & 
Your Theatre Guild 
of Hampden family 
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Grants available 
through Community 
Association 


WILBRAHAM - Applications are now available for 
grants issued through the Wilbraham Community Asso- 
ciation. The Association will offer grants up to $750 to 
hometown nonprofit organizations. 

The WCA was founded by Wilbraham residents to 
promote and enrich the community. Grants help fulfill 
the mission by funding projects that help improve the 
town. 

Applications are available only through email and 
completed forms must be postmarked or emailed by 
March 31. For applications, email cduquette @ charter. 
net. 

For more information, call 596-8315. 


THE BEST FRESH FOR 





HEART MONTH! 


Heart Healthy Saecials Feb, 9th - 25th 


Fresh Green Asparagus ... *2.99:. 
Fresh Broccoli Crowns... °1.49., 
Crisp Celery Large Bunch...... $1.49..., 
Brussel Sprouts............. $1.99. 
Red and Green Leaf Lettuce $1.49...: 
Fresh Blueberries pints ....... $3.99 


Gala Apples.................. *1.49.. 
Boars Head 

Low Sodium Ham.......... $8.99. 
Boars Head 

Pepper Jack Cheese ........ $6.99, 
Grade A Boneless Skinless 

Chicken Breast............. $3.49. 


Chef Mike's 
“Cooking With Kids” 


“Ramen Noodles” Workshop 
Saturday, February 22nd 
2:00 p.m. in the Greenhouse 
Easy to Prepare ~ Tasty Treats 
Using Ramen Noodles 
$5 Registration Fee ~ Receive a $5 Randall's Coupon 


Randall's Kitchen 
Bakery & Deli 


Dinner Entrees to Go 
Menu Changes Daily 
Gourmet Sandwiches ~ Made to Order 
“Homemade” Soups & Salads 
Fresh Baked Cookies, Muffins, & Desserts 
Apple Cider Donuts ~ Fresh Every Day 


aM February 25th 


Fat Tuesday 
Chef Mike's Gumbo Flambé 11am — 1pm 
Mardi Gras Menu To Go 


FROM THE GREENHOUSE 
Sunny Mini Daffodil Plants ~ , » 
4 inch pots *2.99 | 
Colorful Fresh Cut Tulips 
10 stem bunches *7..99 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 
















631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN MON - FRI 7AM - 8PM 
OPEN SAT & SUN 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on Baten and Yougiiit) 
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B OBITUARIES 


Marilyn Ats 
(1938-2020) 





Death 


Notices Marilyn Ats, 81, passed away 
; peacefully on Feb. 5, 2020 in Wil- 
Ats, Marilyn braham. Marilyn was born in 1938 


Died Feb. 5, 2020 
Burial April 18, 2020 


in Oklahoma to Dr. Donald and 
Mary Alice Mishler. She graduated 


East Wilbraham from Oklahoma University in Nor- 
Cemetery man with a major in Classical Ed- 
ucation. She went on to graduate 

Corey, Bruce H. school at Trinity University. 


She met her future husband, Dr. 
Miklos T. Ats from Hungary, while 
attending a foreign language event in 
Colorado. As a new couple, they traveled throughout the 
United States and extensively in Europe where Miklos 
was able to show her the places he used to call home. 
The couple eventually settled in Wilbraham where they 
would raise two sons, Miklos and Istvan. 

Marilyn started teaching at Minnechaug Region- 
al High School in the early ‘60s and became a beloved 
and passionate Classical History and Foreign Language 
teacher of both French and Latin. Her legacy in educa- 
tion was the establishment of the Minnechaug Chapter 
of the Junior Classical League. At the helm of the JCL, 
Marilyn welcomed students to have fun while learning 
about ancient Greece and Rome, which included an an- 
nual Catapult Contest (most often, a humorous calam- 
ity). Over a 32-year career as an educator, she always 
reveled in the generations of students she taught and the 
many lives that she helped shape. 

Marilyn was known for her listening, empathy and 
ability to bring a diverse group of students together. Mar- 
ilyn was predeceased by her husband in the early 1990s 
and then retired from teaching. In her retirement, she 
was always excited to be contacted by her former stu- 
dents and welcomed the opportunity to hear how they 
progressed through their lives. 

Her other passion was caring for and taking long 
walks with her favorite canine companion, Tiko, and at- 
tending to a beloved cat, Buzz. She was also an avid and 
dedicated sports fan. She would never miss a Yankees 
baseball game or the chance to watch the University of 
Oklahoma football team. 

In the early 2000s, Marilyn became a devoted grand- 
mother to Morgan, daughter of Istvan and his wife, Amy. 
Marilyn shared her unbridled enthusiasm of horseback 
riding with Morgan at every opportunity. 

Marilyn leaves behind her sons Miklos and Istvan, 
their wives, her only grandchild, Morgan, her sister, 
Helen Santee of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the memory of 
Helen’s husband, the late Jack Santee, as well as several 
cousins, nieces, and nephews and their families. 

Her sons, who cared deeply about her, would like to 
set the record straight on two things: 

Yes, it was Mik who crashed the car that night during 
high school. 

Yes, Ish spent a weekend in jail during college. 

Marilyn will be interred in the East Wilbraham Public 
Cemetery at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 18 and all are wel- 
come to attend. In lieu of flowers, consider donating to 
the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and Adoption 
Center, 627 Cottage St., Springfield, MA 01104. 


Died Feb. 9, 2020 
Memorial Service was 
held at 
Foster Memorial 
Church, Springfield 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends, volunteers and patrons. 
HOurRS: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more iueninee ion Call 263-5350 ext. 100 


[| = 
(l Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Elms College to host annual 
‘Black Issues Summit’ 


CHICOPEE — The Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion at the College of Our Lady 
of the Elms will host its third annual Black 
Issues Summit in celebration of Black 
History Month from noon to 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 28, in the Alumnae Library. 

The year’s summit will bring region- 
al leaders and social justice advocates to 
Elms College for an important dialogue on 
this year’s theme of “Housing, Health and 
Education: Basic Human Rights.” 

“The purpose of the Black Issues Sum- 
mit is to provide an opportunity for mean- 
ingful dialogue about pertinent issues af- 
fecting the Black community,” said Harry 
E. Dumay, president of Elms College. 
“We are honored to have Denise Jordan, 
Savina Martin, Frank Robinson, and Yves 
Salomon-Fernandez as guest speakers this 
year in addition to the artwork of Ryan 
Murray.” 

The summit is open to anyone interest- 
ed in the issues of social justice, equality, 
and diversity. 

The event will feature the following 
speaker: 

Denise R. Jordan, a native of Spring- 
field, is a graduate of Lincoln University 
in Pennsylvania, and holds a master’s de- 
gree in Human Resource Development. 
She is currently executive director of the 
Springfield Housing Authority, the third 
largest authority in the commonwealth. In 
2008, Jordan became the city of Spring- 
field’s first African-American chief of staff 
and was the person with the longest tenure 
to ever occupy the seat, serving over 10 
years. 

Savina J. Martin, is a minister and has 
spent three decades advocating on behalf 
of issues and symptoms related to pover- 
ty and homelessness, particularly black 
homeless veterans and nonveteran women. 
She is currently one of three state chairs 
with the Massachusetts Poor People’s 
Campaign: A National Call for Moran Re- 


vival. Martin has served as president of the 
Boston Chapter of Union of the Homeless 
and as the executive director of the Wom- 
en’s Institute for New Growth & Support, 
whose house for homeless women in re- 
covery from substance abuse is named in 
her honor. 

Frank Robinson, vice president of pub- 
lic health for Baystate Health, 1s responsi- 
ble for helping to bridge healthcare gaps 
caused by social determinants of health. 
Robinson’s innovations aimed at address- 
ing community drivers or structural driv- 
ers of health, such as racism, include the 
Baystate Springfield Educational Partner- 
ship and the Baystate Academy Charter 
Public School. 

Yves Salomon-Fernandez, is president 
of Greenfield Community College. She 
previously served as president of Cum- 
berland County College in New Jersey 
and interim president of Massachusetts 
Bay Community College. She has served 
as a reviewer for the National Science 
Foundation and John Hopkins University 
Press. Salomon-Fernandez is a member 
of the Federal Reserve of Boston’s Com- 
munity Advisory Development Council 
and a Corporator for Greenfield Cooper- 
ative Bank. She also serves on the Board 
of Mass Humanities and the Opioids Task 
Force of Franklin County and the North 
Quabbin Region. 

The Black Issue Summit will also fea- 
ture the artwork of local artist Ryan Mur- 
ray. 

Registration will begin at noon, and 
presentations will begin at | p.m. Light 
refreshments will be provided. Following 
the summit, attendees are invited to par- 
ticipate in a debriefing session to provide 
feedback and thoughts on the issues dis- 
cussed. 

Advance registration is required. Visit 
www.elms.edu/summit to register. Email 
diversity @elms.edu for more information. 


Lori Landers-Carvalho to run for 
Register of Probate seat 


EAST LONGMEADOW -— Attor- 
ney Lori Landers-Carvalho recently an- 
nounced her candidacy for Register of 
Probate in Hampden County. Landers-Car- 
valho, a resident of East Longmeadow and 
life-long resident of Hampden County, has 
worked for nearly 16 years in the Registry 
of Probate, helping thousands of people 
who were representing themselves to work 
through the system and paperwork. 

“IT went to law school here, established 
my first practice here, and I’ve been work- 
ing for my entire career at various levels 
serving the people of Hampden County 
who find themselves in the Probate and 
Family Court,’ said Landers-Carvalho. 
“T’m also bilingual in English and Span- 
ish, which enables me to work and connect 
directly with the large majority of the resi- 
dents of Hampden County.” 

Landers-Carvalho, an independent, 
is currently assistant Register of Probate. 
Suzanne Seguin, Register of Probate since 
2012, is not running for re-election. 

Register of Probate is an elected posi- 
tion, but it is a position with little political 
power. Landers-Carvalho said that’s as it 
should be. 


gANVAllis 
FARM 


& GREENHOUSR 


Benches “ Statues 
Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


413-589-7564 Office 





Monuments 
Bronze Plaques 
Cemetery Signage 


413-589-7588 Fax 


“As Register of Probate, I will not have 
any law-making or regulatory power. I 
will have a sworn responsibility to keep 
accurate records that comply with the law, 
and to serve the public in assuring that the 
Registry of Probate continues to be a reli- 
able and accessible legal resource for the 
community.” 

The Registry of Probate is the legal 
records office that deals with wills, es- 
tates after somebody dies, guardianship 
of minors cases, guardianship of incapac- 
itated persons, complaints filed in equity, 
and adoption petitions. The Probate and 
Family Court addresses issues including 
whether or not there is a valid will and 
who may be entitled to any property the 
deceased person has left behind. The Pro- 
bate and Family Court also covers family 
issues including divorce, establishment of 
paternity of children born to never-married 
parents, child custody, and abuse preven- 
tion orders. 

“Sue entrusted me with this important 
role, and I am prepared to assume the role 
of Register of Probate if the people elect 
me to the position come November.” 


Aynpathy Oe ‘ Gnrangements 
CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ 


The Trusz Family 

Custom Design Work 
Cleaning “ Markers “ Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 “ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-531-5360 
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Senior Book Club to 
meet at HPL Feb. 20 


HAMPDEN -— The Senior Book Club at the Hampden 
Free Public Library will meet Thursday, Feb. 20 at | p.m. 
in the Rochford Reading Room, located on the second 
floor of the Town House, 625 Main St. 

The club meets the third Thursday of the month for 
a discussion of the month’s book. This month, partici- 
pants will discuss “Behold the Dreamers,” by Imbolo 
Mbue. Next month, participants will read “The Little 
Red Chairs,” by Edna O’Brien. 

For more information or to register, visit the library 
or call 566-3047. 


Book club to meet 
Feb. 29 in Hampden 


HAMPDEN - The Last Saturday of the Month Book 
Club at the Hampden Free Public Library will meet Sat- 
urday, Feb. 29. Participants will read and discuss “Sing, 
Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward. 

The club meets at 11 a.m. on the last Saturday of the 
month in the Rochford Reading Room, located on the 
second floor of the Town House, 625 Main St. For more 
information or to obtain copies, visit the library or call 
566-3047. 


Women’s Running Club 
offering annual clinic 


SPRINGFIELD — The Pioneer Valley Women’s Run- 
ning Club announced its annual nine-week walk-to-run 
clinic will step off Monday, March 23 from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Forest Park in Springfield. 

Those interested in the clinic are invited to an infor- 
mation session at 6 p.m. Monday, March 9 in the Busi- 
ness Technology Center of Longmeadow High School, 
95 Grassy Gutter Road in Longmeadow. 

“The spring clinic is one way we help women learn 
about running and meet other people who want to be 
active,’ PVWRC President Nicole Collins said. “Many 
participants have never run before, but after nine weeks, 
most are ready to run their first 5K.” 

Collins said participants will progress from brisk 
walking to a combination of walking and running, and 
then running for 30 minutes. The clinic tends to be popu- 
lar sporadic runners looking for consistent training part- 


Our advertisers make this 
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AIC offers graduate 
program in 
cannabis science 


SPRINGFIELD — American International Col- 
lege recently announced it will offer a Master of Sci- 
ence in Cannabis Science and Commerce beginning 
in the fall semester 2020. 

The 30-credit, hybrid graduation program is de- 
signed for individuals interested in a career in the 
cannabis industry and will provide students with an 
understanding of the science, business, and legal is- 
sues associates with the cannabis industry. The pro- 
gram offers education in the areas of basic science 
including chemistry, horticulture, cultivation, uses, 
and delivery systems; business management, mar- 
keting, and operations; and federal and state laws 
and policies. 

According to a March 2020 jobs report by can- 
nabis website Leafly, over the past four years, legal 
cannabis supports nearly a quarter of a million jobs. 
That equated to a 15 percent annual uptick in em- 
ployment. The multi-billion dollar cannabis indus- 
try continues to be the single greatest job creation 
engine nationally, growing at a faster rate than any 
other industry in the same timeframe. 

In the Northeast, Massachusetts is among the 
top 10 states where cannabis jobs exist. Moreover, 
reported retail sales to the Cannabis Control Com- 
mission were $420 million in 2019. Smaller markets 
like Maine and Vermont, that previously legalized 
recreational marijuana without allowing sales, may 
finally see regulated stores open in the coming year. 

AIC’s Executive Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Mika Nash says, “American Internation- 
al College is excited to introduce a graduate level 
program that offers courses focused on developing 
business acumen in a field that is experiencing a me- 
teoric rise. AIC is positioning itself to be an educa- 
tional leader in this flour- 
ishing industry in order 
to ensure our student 
have job opportunities 
upon graduation.” 

For more information 
visit www.aic.edu/can- 


Page > 


Meeting in March 
on new highway exit 
numbers 


SPRINGFIELD -— State transportation officials have 
scheduled additional meetings about the planned switch 
to mileage-based exit numbers on major highways. 

After a first round of sessions was held in December, 
there will be at least one additional Western Massachu- 
setts date this spring. The Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation will hold a public information meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 24, in Room 220 of City Hall, 
36 Court St., Springfield. All are invited to learn more 
about the project and ask questions 1n person. 

The conversion, planned to begin this summer, will 
affect most highways with exit numbers in Massachu- 
setts, including Interstates 84, 90, 91, 190, 290 and 395, 
and the expressway portions of state routes such as Route 
2. 

For example, on the Massachusetts Turnpike, rather 
than running from Exit 1 in West Stockbridge to Exit 26 
at Logan Airport, mileage-based exit numbers will start 
at 3 and end at 137. The former Exit 7 in Ludlow and Exit 
8 in Palmer will become Exits 54 and 63, respectively. 

A handful of short expressways with closely spaced 
exits, including Interstates 291 and 391 in the Springfield 
area, will not see their numbers change. 

The switch will bring most highways in Massachu- 
setts, one of the last states in the country to number its 
exits sequentially, into compliance with 2009 federal 
standards. The project is expected to cost $2.8 million, 
statewide, of which 90 percent will be paid by a federal 
grant. MassDOT officials have said if the exit numbers 
are not changed by 2022, Massachusetts could have its 
federal highway aid withheld. 

MassDOT also plans to schedule additional meetings 
this spring and summer. For more information about the 
project, visit www.NewMassExits.com. 
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ners, she added. 

Clinic mentors and 
trainer Kristin Su will be on 
hand at the session to ex- 
plain the program, answer 
questions and take registra- 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 
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5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RP008269 


E 
5 
MA INSPECTION STATION NO. 35369 


tion. Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 


Clinic cost is $75 and 
includes a one-year mem- 
bership to the PVWRC, a 
nonprofit organization af- 
filiated with the Road Run- 
ners Club of America. The 
club supports women walk- 
ers and runners by serving 
as a race resource for infor- 
mation, training partners 
and topics of interest to 
members. Clinic proceeds 
support scholarships to 
high school seniors. 

For more information or 
to register, email pywrcl @ 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 “ts 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


g Approved 


Auto Repair 


e Weekly Tire Specials 
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| LUBE-OIL-FILTER | [10 Sa ceciesvers1s0 


g With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point 
Most Vehicles | $20 OFF 
any service over $250 


check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
With this coupon 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 
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gmail.com. Ray Haluch, Inc. is currently looking to hire a TUNE-UP SPECIAL 1 EXHAUST SPECIAL 
seasonal full time Class B truck driver with tri-axle Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and 1 
experience and willingness to drive smaller delivery complete diagnostic checks 25” OFF 
4 cylinder 6 cylinder 8  O5 EXHAUST WORK 


trucks. Truck driver is needed Monday though Friday 
7:30 to 4:00 plus some hours on Saturday. 
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Start date will be early Spring. Starting hourly rate 
BRAKE SPECIAL 


$18/ hr. with paid holidays. M-F 7:30am- 4pm plus I l 

some Saturdays 7:30am- 3pm. I STARTING AT... l 

[ Ss 95 replace front pads & turn 
© rotors or replace rear pads 

l and turn rotors l 

Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


Please email your resume to info@rayhaluchinc.com 
or visit our office at 1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 1 
between the hours of 8am-4pm to complete an 
application. 
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cost of the space occu- 
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Eyes up and hands free 


eginning next week, drivers throughout 
B the state will have even more reason to 

set their cellphones aside when behind 
the wheel. 

The Massachusetts Hands-Free Driving 
Law will officially take effect as of Sunday, 
Feb. 23. From then until March 31, violators 
who are caught using their cellphones while 
driving will receive a verbal warning from law 
enforcement officials. As of April 1, however, 
those found guilty of the infraction will have a 
greater citation issued to them. 

It is illegal in the commonwealth to com- 
pose or read texts, emails, social media, watch 
videos, or to use the camera function on cellu- 
lar devices when behind the wheel of a vehicle. 

Beginning this spring, drivers who break 
the new Hands-Free Driving Law will receive a 
fine of $100 on their first offense. A second of- 
fense will mean an additional $250 charge and 
will also require offenders to take a distracted 
driving education course. 

A third and final offense will result in a 
penalty of $500 which will be surchargeable to 
a driver’s insurance. 

Gov. Charlie Baker made Massachusetts 


the 21st state in the nation to prohibit drivers 
from using cellphones in November of 2019, 
nearly a decade after the state banned texting 
while driving in 2010. 

According to statistics provided by the Na- 
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
in 2017 a total of 3,166 fatal motor vehicle 
crashes occurred nationwide as a result of dis- 
tracted driving. 

The 2018 Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts Highway Safety Annual Report lists a key 
demographic of offenders as drivers age 35 or 
younger largely due to cellphone and smart- 
phone use. In the past three years, these drivers 
have accounted for roughly half of all distract- 
ed drivers in a fatal crash and nearly 60 percent 
of all drivers in a speed-related fatal crash. 

The Safe Roads Alliance, a national organi- 
zation with headquarters in Massachusetts that 
is dedicated to providing educational services 
to all drivers when it comes to driving safely, is 
looking to prepare drivers for what they need 
to do with the new law entering effect. 

The new law prohibits use of a cellphone 
or other device unless it is an emergency while 
allowing calls to be made in hands-free mode. 


Be sure that cellphones are affixed to the dash- 
board, center console or windshield of a ve- 
hicle. Only one touch or swipe is allowed to 
activate GPS or to make or receive an emer- 
gency call, as manual dialing a phone number 
or entering a GPS location is no longer allowed 
while driving. 

Before you set out on your commute, pro- 
gram your GPS while stationary and make any 
calls or send text messages beforehand. Be sure 
to let recipients of the messages know that you 
will be driving and unable to answer the phone. 

Many phones on the market, such as the 
Apple iPhone, come with functions that can 
be enabled to do not disturb while driving. For 
Android phones, the downloadable app Drive- 
Mode will also allow for features such as in- 
coming calls to be silenced and even will send 
automatic responses to let callers know you are 
driving. 

Above all else, the simplest and most effec- 
tive way to prevent distracted driving mishaps 
is to put devices away altogether and keep your 
eyes, and attention, on the roadway. 


SOCIALSECURITYMATTERS ee 
Ask Rusty — About warnings to make sure I ‘file properly’ 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am currently 
63-years-old and planning to de- 
lay retirement until 70 to maxi- 
mize my benefit. I’ve been seeing 
a lot of financial planners advertis- 
ing claims that you can lose thou- 
sands of dollars in benefits 1f you 
don’t “‘file properly.” Is there real- 
ly anything more to it than simply 
applying for benefits when you are 
ready to retire? Do I really need to 
pay a financial advisor just to tell 
me how to apply to get the most 
benefits? Signed: Skeptical 

Dear Skeptical: Nearly all the 
advertisements you see using lan- 
guage like that have an underly- 
ing purpose of trying to sell you 
something — usually a book, a 
subscription, or financial services. 
The phrase “losing thousands if 
you don’t file properly” are very 
generic words meant to lure you 
into contacting them so they can 
sell something to you. Reality is 
that “filing properly” means sim- 
ply choosing the right age to file 
for benefits given your specific 
personal circumstances. And per- 
sonal circumstances are different 
for everyone. There aren’t any 
tricks in the filing process itself 
— it’s really quite straightforward, 
and you can get all your Social 
Security filing questions answered 
here at The AMAC Foundation’s 
Social Security Advisory Service. 
Our staff of Social Security advis- 
ers are fully trained and certified 
by the National Social Security 
Association, and we have years of 
experience on this complex topic. 
We provide Social Security in- 
formation and answers to several 
thousand people each year, with- 
out a fee because we are a not-for- 
profit entity operating only on do- 
nations. And contacting us 1s easy 
at either ssadvisor@amacfounda- 


tion.org, or 888-750-2622. 

As for when you should file, 
everyone’s personal situation 1s 
different, and your marital status 
should always be considered. But 
as an individual, waiting until age 
70 will give you the maximum 
benefit available to you. If you are 
now 63, your age 70 benefit will 
be 29.3 percent more than it would 
be at your full retirement age of 
66 years and 4 months, and about 
65 percent more than you’d get at 
age 64. And provided you are in 
good health and expect at least 
average longevity (about 84) not 
only will your monthly payment 
be more, but you’ll collect more 
in cumulative lifetime benefits by 
waiting. And here’s an extra bo- 
nus — if you are married and you 
predecease your wife, her survivor 
benefit will be based upon that 


larger amount you were receiving 
because you delayed claiming. If 
she has reached her full retirement 
age, as your widow your wife will 
get 100 percent of your actual 
benefit. But if you were to claim 
earlier, your wife’s survivor bene- 
fit would be based on that smaller 
amount. 

The answer to your specific 
question is that there is no magical 
way to apply for benefits once you 
determine the age at which you 
wish to file. You can file by calling 
the Social Security Admiunistra- 
tion directly, either at their general 
number (800-772-1213) or your 
local office (find it at www.ssa. 
gov/locator), or you can also file 
online at www.ssa.gov/retire. Fil- 
ing online is by far the easiest and 
most efficient way to complete 
and submit your application for 


benefits. 


Russell Gloor is a _ certified 
Social Security adviser through 
the Association of Mature Amer- 
ican Citizens. This column is in- 
tended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations 
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the Na- 
tional Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-ad- 
visory or email ssadvisor @amac- 
foundation.org. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Flying faces in the community 


e always knew that Harry 
Setian of Wilbraham was a 
celebrity. You could find him 


cooking meals at the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, fishing at Spec Pond and visiting 
many town events. I used to run into 
him often at the Wilbraham Selectmen’s 
meetings where he used to give former 
Selectman Jim Thompson a hard time, 
tongue-in-cheek, of course. Harry and his 
wife Liz were active volunteers at Life 
Care of Wilbraham. Now Harry’s familiar 
face cane be spotted on a _ billboard 
promoting Life Care, at the entrance 
of Indian Orchard, just at the Ludlow 
Bridge. We’re sure he wound up on the 
billboard because he went to Life Care for 
rehab himself. 

Congratulations to the Minnechaug 
Falcons Girls Basketball Team. With a win 
over Chicopee last week, they claimed the 
Valley Wheel title as champions. Coach 
Tony Giuggio told Sarah Jacobs of the 
Republican, “Our big thing is we focused 
on getting better as the season goes on, in 
steps. To secure the league title was a big 
thing!” The Falcons’ Autumn Strange 
led the team with 14 points, followed 
by senior guard Gabby Ofcarcik and 
Lauren Barry with 11. Emily Howard 
and Molly Cronin each scored 8 points. 

Congratulations to Wilbraham real 
estate agent Brenda Cuoco who recently 
celebrated the opening of Brenda Cuoco 
& Associates Real Estate Brokerage, in 
her new location at 2442 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham. 

Wilbraham Animal Hospital recently 
announced a new veterinarian has joined 
the team at the office located at 2424 
Boston Road. Dr. Ben Shryock, a native of 
Reno, Nevada, is now a part of the staff at 
the Boston Road facility. Shryock worked 
in the biotech field for several years 
before earning his Master’s Degree in bird 
population ecology from the University of 
Washington. After completing his degree, 
he moved to Massachusetts for veterinary 
school at Tufts University. When not 
practicing medicine, Shryock enjoys time 
with his family and dogs in the woods or 
at the pond near his home. In his spare 
time, he trains and competes in various 
dog agility competitions like Flyball and 


UpDog. 
The Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation’s annual 


scholarship application is now available. 
By completing just one application you 
will be considered for one of over 50 


SENIORS from page 1 


to look into the invaluable service that is 
offered each winter. 

The program assists with costs per- 
taining to primary heat sources such as 
oil, electricity, natural gas, propane, ker- 
osene, wood and coal. Valley Opportunity 
Council interview sites are also accessible 
in Chicopee, Holyoke and Westfield. 

“T don’t know anybody that has come 
in and received Fuel Assistance that has 
been unhappy with it. Usually, they’re 
frustrated that they didn’t do it sooner,’ 
said Cowles. “It’s not a hand out. If you 
qualify for it, you qualify for it.” 

Eligibility for the service is deter- 
mined based on the number of individuals 
that live in a household and the combined 
gross income of all adults in the house- 
hold before taxes. 

For an individual living alone, the an- 
nual income limit amounts to a yearly in- 
come of $37,360. For a two-family house- 
hold, the income peaks at $48,855; for a 
three-person household, income is limited 
to $60,351. 

Four-person households can apply if 
the combined income of the occupants 
does not exceed $71,846; individuals liv- 
ing in five-person households can apply 
if the collective income is under $83,341. 
Rates continue as the fuel assistance aids 


scholarships with the total 
estimated scholarships being 
awarded this year around 
$50,000! All Wilbraham and 
Hampden seniors attending 
Minnechaug are eligible to 
complete the application 
which is due to the Foundation 
by this Feb. 29. However, if 
you get your application to 


the Foundation by tomorrow, Ad 
Charles F. Bennett 
a ae | 


Feb. 21, the Foundation will 
review your application for 
completeness and e-mail you 
any missing items so you have time to 
submit any missing items by the deadline. 
Scholarship applications are available on 
the Foundation’s website at wilbraham- 





TALK 


OF THE TOWNS 





registration is required. 
For more information or 
to register, contact Angler 
Education Coordinator Jim 
Lagacy at 508-389-6309 or 
jim.lagacy @ mass. gov. 

The second session of 
the creation of the 2022- 
2029 Wilbraham Open 
Space and Recreation Plan 
will be held Tuesday, Feb. 
25 at 7 p.m. in Conference 
Room 1 of the Town Hall. 
Snow date is Feb. 27. At 
that time the committee will review 
drafts of the “History of Wilbraham” and 
“Population Characteristics” sections, 
which addresses demographic factors 





News From Yesteryear 


59 Years Ago 
New Residents Hail from Eight States 
Here is a news clipping reported by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent for the Springfield daily newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940’s through 1970’s. From a January 1961 edition. “New 
residents who have become residents here recently are reported coming from the 
states of Kansas, New York, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut as well as several 


Massachusetts communities. 


They have been greeted by the local Welcome Wagon hostess, Mrs. Frederick W. 
Prater Jr. of Elm Cir, and her assistant Mrs. George G. Canney of Stony Hill 


Road.” 


hampdenscholarshipfoundation.org 
or at the Minnechaug High School 
Guidance office by asking Edna 
Lavoie for an application. If you 
need more information contact the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship 
Foundation at info @ Wilbraham- 
HampdenScholarshipFoundation.org 
Wilbraham Rotary past president Brad 
Sperry, an avid fly fisherman, will like this 
event: Those looking to learn the basics of 
fly tying are invited to learn more about 
the hobby later this month through the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife at its Connecticut Valley District 
Office, 341 East St., Belchertown. The 
Beginner Fly Tying class will take place 
over the course of two sessions, Tuesday, 
Feb. 25 and Thursday, Feb. 27 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. The class is open to beginners 
only, 15-years-of-age or older, interested 
in learning the basics of tying their own 
flies in a free, hands-on course. Advance 


households containing up to 10 inhabi- 
tants. 

Cowles has been affiliated with the 
program for the past 10 years. She com- 
plimented the VOC for facilitating an ef- 
fective and accessible service. 

“The staff at VOC is awesome; they 
are so helpful and easy to work with. 
Honestly, I would say over the past two 
years, it’s been a really great relationship 
between them and the senior centers in 
the area,’ said Cowles. 

“We’ve actually gotten into the habit 
of meeting with them in the beginning of 
fuel assistance season; usually in October. 
We get updates from them, and they tell 
us if there are new forms or procedures,” 
she continued. 

After scheduling an appointment, pro- 
spective applicants must provide a state 
or federally-issued photo ID, Social Secu- 
rity information for all household mem- 
bers and proof of U.S. citizenship, proof 
of income for all household members of 
the age of 18 and his or her most recent 
electric bill. 

Homeowners must provide a current 
copy of their mortgage statement, home- 
owners insurance bill and real estate bill. 
Renters must bring the most current copy 
of their lease or rental agreement and 
rental subsidy information if applicable. 

Cowles noted that the application pro- 


and trends. Drafts will be presented and 
edited by the committee. Following the 
editing, questions and comments will be 
taken from the audience. Residents who 
would like to get involved may do so by 
completing a survey available at the Town 
Office building and at the Wilbraham 
Public Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, as 
well as online at Wilbraham-ma.gov and 
the Wilbraham Open Space Facebook 
page. 

There are lots of events going on at 
the Wilbraham Library. Assistant Library 
Director Mary Bell will give a hands-on 
demonstration of Ancestry Library Edition 
at the Library Thursday, March 5, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mary will give a brief 
demonstration of how to use the online 
resource in the Brooks Room, followed 
by time in which participants use library 
computers or their own laptops to access 
the database and search for themselves. 
All participants will be given a starter 


cess may typically be completed in less 
than a half-an-hour and asks that recipi- 
ents bring in the proper documents that 
are required. 

“It’s a pretty easy process; maybe 
20-minutes tops to do it. Not bad to get a 
few hundred dollars to help out with your 
fuel,’ she said. “You can just call in, and I 
can go over the [income limits]. Basically, 
I can take care of the whole application.” 

Currency attained 
through fuel assis- 
tance is delivered 
directly to the fuel 
provider listed on 
one’s application. If 
one provides proof of 
fuel expenditures that 
were made already 
this winter, reim- 
bursements will ap- 
pear as credit towards 
future purchases. 

Cowles considers 
the hardest part of ap- 
plying for fuel assis- 
tance to be “walking 
through the door.” At 
that point, she con- 
siders residents as 
blessed to be able to 
access the resource. 

“Nothing’s set in 





kit with forms and tips for researching 
genealogy. Ancestry Library Edition 
includes records of the U.S. Census from 
1790 to 1940, military records such as 
World War I draft cards, and other records 
worldwide. The database is accessible in- 
library only, but can be used through both 
library computers or laptops connected 
to the library’s Wi-Fi. Images of original 
records, such as the U.S. Census and 
town records of births and marriages, 
can be saved to a flash drive, printed, or 
sent to your email from the database. The 
program is free and open to all. Space is 
limited due to the number of computers 
available. For more information, contact 
the Library at 596-6141 or visit the Event 
Calendar online at wilbrahamlibrary.org. 

On Monday, March 9 at 6:30 p.m., 
Amy Dane will offer an art appreciation 
lecture entitled, “Gauguin and French 
Polynesia” at the Wilbraham Library. 
Amy is a lecturer, photographer, and 
world-wide traveler. She also enjoys a 
keen interest in art. Amy will share her 
unexpected discoveries about Gauguin 
along with her own experience of visiting 
the islands of French Polynesia. She 
will try to uncover some clues about 
this enigmatic artist, who left France in 
order to paint and live in a “primitive” 
paradise. To register, call the library 
596-6141) or go online to the website at 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. 

Here’s a story from out of the past: 

Two fellows were discussing their 
dreams, and one said to the other: “Sam, 
did I ever have a dream last night — what 
a dream! I went to Riverside Park, went 
on the roller coaster, had hot dogs and 
popcorn, took in all the side shows — it 
was the greatest dream in the world.” 

The other fellow said, “You’re kidding. 
That’s a dream? I had a much better one 
last night. I dreamt I went to a party, and 
I had Kim Novak on one arm and Jayne 
Mansfield on the other.” 

The first fellow said, “Gee, why didn’t 
you call me?” 

“T did,” replied the other, “but your 
wife said you had gone to Riverside Park.” 


Does your club have an upcoming 
meeting? Do you have a special birthday 
or anniversary coming up? Have someone 
you would like to salute? Please send the 
information including the contact info to 
cbennett4765 @ charter.net. 


stone, but I tell people that it can’t hurt to 
try. It does make a difference in the long 
run for a lot of people. It’s really a big 
help; come on in and find out about it.” 

Cowles can be contacted via email at 
outreach@hampdenma.gov or by phone 
at 413-566-5588. Her office is located in 
the Hampden Senior Center, 104 Allen St. 
in Hampden. 


SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS 


Scan QR Code 


Email items to 
tyler@turley.com 


As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information. 
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HEALTH 


Baystate’s “Mini Med 
School’ to start March 19 


SPRINGFIELD — Ready to 
put the winter behind you and 
venture out into the approaching 
spring months for some engag- 
ing discussions? 

Baystate Medical Center’s 
Mini Medical School begins 
March 19, offering participants 
the opportunity to broaden their 
knowledge of the field of med- 
icine with professors from the 
teaching hospital. 

Mini Medical School offers 
area residents an inside look at 
the expanding field of medicine 
- minus the tests, homework, in- 
terviews and admission formali- 
ties. 

Baystate’s Mini Medical 
School program is an eight-week 
health education series featuring 
a different aspect of medicine 
each week. Class this spring will 
include sessions on various med- 
ical topics such as surgery, neu- 
rosurgery, genetics, pathology, 
emergency medicine, obstetrics 
and gynecology, and heart and 
vascular care. 

While it is not difficult to be 
accepted into the program, slots 
are limited and early registration 
is recommended. 

Many of the “students,” who 
often range in age from 20 to 70, 
participate due to a general inter- 
est in medicine and later find that 


et 
CLUES ACROSS 
1. Expression of 
disgust 
4. A place to unwind 
7. A type of cooking 
range 
8. Grasp tightly 
10. Sea eagles 


deer 


fellow 


29. Apple and 
pumpkin are two 

30. Skeletal muscle 

31. Small Eurasian 


32. Tight-lipped 


39. Comes after a cut 
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WARE -— During the winter, 
inclement weather and illness 
cause a drop in blood donor ac- 
tivity, making blood donations 
in February critical. 

The Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Mobile will host a blood 
drive Wednesday, Feb. 26, from 
11 am. to 4 p.m. at Baystate 
Mary Lane on the Baystate 
Health Bloodmobile. In appre- 
ciation, all eligible donors will 
receive a Big Y or Dunkin’ Do- 
nuts gift card. The bloodmo- 
bile will be parked in the North 


many of the things they learned 
over the semester are relevant to 
their own lives. The goal of the 
program — offered in the com- 
fortable and friendly environ- 
ment of the hospital’s Chestnut 
Conference Center, is to help 
members of the public make 
more informed decisions about 
their health care while receiving 
insight on what it might be like 
to be a medical student. 

Baystate Medical Center is 
the region’s only comprehen- 
sive teaching hospital and each 
course is taught by medical cen- 
ter faculty who explain the sci- 
ence of medicine without resort- 
ing to complex terms. 

All classes are held Thurs- 
day nights starting at 6 p.m. and 
run until 8 or 9 p.m., depending 
on the night’s topic. No basic 
science knowledge is needed to 
participate. Each participant is 
required to attend a minimum of 
six out of eight classes in order 
to receive a certificate of com- 
pletion. 

Tuition is $95 per person and 
$80 for Senior Class and Every 
Woman members. 

Registration for the spring se- 
mester of Mini-Medical School 
is now in session by calling 413- 
794-7630 or visiting www.bay- 
statehealth.org/minimed. 


Crane Park Drive. 


with ADHD. 
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4. Patti Hearst’s 
captors 

5. Used to refer to 
cited works 

6. A state of excited 
movement 

8. Advertising term 
(abbr.) 


2/. Thick piece of 
something 

28. Yellowish-brown 
color 

29. “The Raven” poet 

31. Rural free 
delivery (abbr.) 

32. Creating 


ADHD workshop to 
take place Feb. 22 


WILBRAHAM - A free workshop for parents of 
children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
will take place Saturday, Feb. 22 from 10 to 11 a.m. in 
the Brooks Room of the Wilbraham Public Library, 25 


Lorri Comeau, a learning support specialist and 
ADHD parent coach, will lead the workshop, aimed at 
providing the top 10 strategies for parents of children 


The workshop will review what the disorder 1s and 
the three types, common challenges, how to diagnose 
and treat the disorder, parenting skills, and other infor- 
mation. For more information or to register, call 413- 
923-4238 or email comeaulorri @ gmail.com. 


parking lot, located at 85 South 
St. in Ware. 

“Please help us to ensure a 
safe and adequate blood sup- 
ply is available by donating 
blood with the Baystate Health 
Blood Donor Program,” said 
Deb Oberg, co-coordinator of 
the Blood Drive held in Ware. 
“One donation helps to save 
two lives, and 100 percent of all 
blood collected on the blood- 
mobile stays in our community 
for use in Baystate Health hos- 
pitals and facilities.” 
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Baystate Blood Mobile coming to Ware 


Blood donations take about 
one hour to complete, includ- 
ing the interview, donation, and 
refreshments. To donate blood, 
one must be at least 17 years 
old, weigh at least 110 pounds, 
have a photo ID, be in good 
health (no colds, or sore throat), 
and have not donated blood 
within the past eight weeks. 

For more information or 
to book an appointment, call 
Oberg or Maryann Burian at 
967-2180. 


‘Yoga for 
Every-Body’ 
returns Feb. 20 


HAMPDEN -— The “Yoga for Ev- 
ery-Body” program at the Hampden Free 
Public Library returns Thursday, Feb. 20 


from 6 to 7 p.m. 


The free program led by Sue Kent is 
conducted at a pace to allow explanation 
as participants learn the practice. Yoga 


may help build a healthier, stronger and 


LOCAL 
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Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 


more flexible body and mind, and the pro- 
gram 1s appropriate for those of all expe- 
rience levels. 

For more information, visit the library 
or call 566-3047. 


Baystate Wing offers heart 
lecture for area women 


PALMER — Area women are invited 
to attend “Heart to Heart,’ an education- 
al seminar offered by Grace LaValley, 
Thursday, Feb. 27, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at Baystate Wing Hospital in the Snow 
Conference Room. 

“In so many ways the heart of a wom- 
an 1s strong and resilient, yet heart dis- 
ease 1S the number one health risk for 
women,’ said Susan Fontaine, senior 
coordinator of Loyalty Programs at Bay- 
state Health. “Grace will offer informa- 


tion about heart health, explain the signs 
and symptoms as well as treatment for 
heart disease.” 

“You are never too young or too old 
to learn about your risk factors for heart 
disease and do something to minimize 
them,” said LaValley, who joins Dr. Brian 
Laliberte, chair of cardiology, Dr. Zacha- 
ry Zichittella and Gina Zichittella, nurse 
practitioner, providing comprehensive 
cardiology care at Baystate Cardiology 
located at Baystate Wing Hospital, 40 


Wright St. in Palmer. 

The Heart to Heart semi- 
nar is sponsored by the Bay- 
state Health Every Woman, 
a free program that offers 
the latest women’s health 
information from _ physi- 
cians, nurses, and other 
medical professionals. 

The Heart to Heart semi- 
nar is offered at no cost and 
a light dinner will be provid- 
ed. Registration is required 


12. Carb dish 

13. Late-night host 

14. Revolutions per 
minute 

16. Indicates odd or 
erroneous 

17. FDR’s military 
chief of staff 

19. Swiss river 

20. Norwegian 
district and river 

21.A form of 
motivation 

25. Car mechanics 
group 

26. Once a must- CLUES DOWN 
have home 1. Spanish dish 23. Catch a 
theater accessory 2. Concurs wrongdoer 

2/. Broken branch 3.__andher sisters 24. Breeze through 


Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 
The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


9. Nocturnal S. 
American rodent 

11. New York art 
district 

14. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo! 

15. Pre-release 
viewing 

18. Northwestern 
Canadian 
territory (abbr.) 

19. Consumed 

20. Falters 

22. Radioactive 
form of an 
element 


41.A place one lives 
42. Cognizant of 
43. Albanian 
monetary unit 
44. Carrot’s partner 
45. Famed garden 
46. Chilean seaport 
48. Days (Spanish) 
49, Sudden anxiety 
50. 100 square 
meters 
51. A type of beer 
52. French/Belgian 
river 


33. Supervises flying 

34. Northwestern 
State 

35. Was obligated to 
repay 

36. Diverging in lines 
from a common 
center 

37. Bleak 

38. We all have them 

39. Hit with the palm 
of one’s hand 

40. Sea that’s part 
of the western 
Pacific 

44. Political action 
committee 

47. Famed Spanish 
soldier E]___ 


by calling 413-794-5200 or 
visiting hearttoheartbwh. 
eventbrite.com 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


Qualifications should include: 
¢ Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®. 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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Photo exhibit focuses on 
Vietnam: Then and Now 


SPRINGFIELD — The Val- 
ley Photo Center will host a 
meet the artist reception from 5 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20 for 
it February show titled “Viet- 
nam: Then and Now” at the 
gallery on the upper level of 
Tower Square, 1500 Main St. in 
Springfield. 

The exhibit, reception and 
refreshments are free and all 
are welcome to attend. As a bo- 
nus, the gallery next door, Art 
for the Soul, will also hold a 
reception for its current exhibit 
at the same time so guests may 
see two different shows, enjoy 
refreshments, and meet the art- 
ists. 

The Valley Photo show fea- 
tures photographs from the 
collections of Dave Tela, who 
served as a U.S. Army Cobra 
helicopter pilot, and Jim Cry- 
an, who also served in the U.S. 
Army in the Vietnam War as an 


enlisted man in an aerial recon- 
naissance unit. 

It also features recent pho- 
tographs from Cryan’s collec- 
tion of photos from his return 
trips to the country as well as 
a digital show by Phil Mardoc 
from his trips to Vietnam in the 
spring of 2018 and 2019. 

The collection of photo- 
graphs, albums and digital im- 
ages will be on display until 
Friday, Feb. 28 Tuesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Valley Photo Center is 
a 501c3 nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to educate its 
members and the public in the 
Pioneer Valley about the art and 
science of photography to bring 
about a greater appreciation for 
photography. Membership and 
more information about the ex- 
hibit and the VPC is available 
online at www.thevalleyphoto- 
center.com. 


Lecture to focus on art 
appreciation March 9 


WILBRAHAM -— Lecturer, 
photographer and traveler Amy 
Dane will visit the Wilbraham 
Public Library next month to 
offer an art appreciation lecture. 

Titled “Gauguin and French 
Polynesia,” the lecture will take 
place Monday, March 9 at 6:30 
p.m. in the library, 25 Crane 
Park Drive. 

Dane will share her un- 
expected discoveries about 


Gauguin along with her own 
experience of visiting the is- 
lands of French Polynesia. She 
will try to uncover clues about 
this enigmatic artist, who left 
France in order to paint and live 
in a “primitive” paradise. 

For more information or to 
register, call the library 596- 
6141 or visit wilbrahamlibrary. 
org. 


Search family history 


with Ancestry 


Library 


Edition March 5 


WILBRAHAM - Assistant Library Director Mary Bell 
will give a hands-on demonstration of Ancestry Library 
Edition at the Wilbraham Public Library Thursday, March 


5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 


Bell will give a brief demonstration of how to use the 
online resource in the Brooks Room, followed by time in 
which participants use library computers or their own lap- 
tops to access the database and search for themselves. All 
participants will be given a starter kit with forms and tips 


for researching genealogy. 


Images of original records, such as the U.S. Census and 
town records of births and marriages, can be saved to a 
flash drive, printed, or sent to your email from the data- 


base. 


This program is free and open to all. Space is limited 
due to the number of computers available. 

For more information, contact the Wilbraham Library 
at 413-596-6141 or visit the Event Calendar online at 


www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


eaU | qevat-(s\>W- ©) ale)comiar-lmmeclercalihVme-lamia 
fo) at=me) mele) mu elele)|(er-iilelat-e 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





Sib ene oS 
tt. 2 ##Sehatettee ) | Uta 
abs SyPSeeens eek; 


ot 





The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Page 9 


ARTS & LIFESTYLES 


UMass Symphony, Opus One to 


perform in Ma 
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The UMass-Amherst Symphony Orchestra is set to take the stage March 11 in the Fine Arts Center 
Concert Hall. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


AMHERST - On Wednes- 
day, March 4 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Bezanson Recital Hall, the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts Am- 
herst Department of Music and 
Dance will present a concert by 
Opus One Chamber Orchestra, 
the University’s primary string 
chamber ensemble. 

Opus One is a faculty-student 
collaboration coordinated by 
Elizabeth Chang. The program 
will feature movements from 
Schubert’s “Quintet in C major,” 
Mendelssohn’s “Octet,” and the 
string orchestra version of Bee- 
thoven’s “String Quartet No. 16, 


oF DM ad 
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|= 
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Op. 135,’ the composer’s last 
major work. 

A week later, the department 
will present a performance by 
the UMass Amherst Symphony 
Orchestra and director Morihiko 
Nakahara on Wednesday, March 
11 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Center Concert Hall. The pro- 
gram will include Dvorak’s 
“Symphony No. 8 in G Major,’ 
Khachaturian’s “Masquerade 
Suite,” (led by graduate conduc- 
tor Asieh Mayhar), and Jenni- 
fer Higdon’s “Low Brass Con- 
certo” featuring music faculty 
Greg Spiridopoulos, trombone; 








John Bottomley, tuba; plus guest 
trombonist Don Lucas from 
Boston University. 

Ticket prices are $10, $5 for 
Students, seniors and UMass 
Amherst employees, and free for 
UMass students. Tickets may be 
purchased at the Fine Arts Cen- 
ter Box Office, by phone at 413- 
545-2411, or online at ww.fin- 
eartscenter.com/musicanddance. 
For the March 4 Opus One per- 
formance, ticket purchases at the 
door can only be handled via 
cash or personal check. 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 







Pathways for service... 


Zbigniew “Joe” Kielczewski (left), president of the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club, poses with past 
District Gov. Prasad Manon during the club’s Feb. 13 meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham. Manon, 


who serves as the Rotary Foundation Chair for District 7890, which includes the Wilbraham-Hampden club, Packed house tee 
updated the club on how donations to the Rotary Foundation are invested for three years, with interest 

used for administration costs, and the principal after three years used for charitable purposes. TIMES PHOTO Families fill the stands in the gymnasium of 
SUBMITTED Thornton W. Burgess Middle School Jan. 31 to 


witness the Students vs. Teachers basketball 
game. The teachers won 44-41 over the eighth- 
graders. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Zam oN 


MX 


—| The Williams and 

1 Powers families of 
Wilbraham catch up on 
their hometown while 
vacationing in southern 
Florida, including time at 
| Walt Disney World. Care 


photos? Email tyler@ 
turley.com. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 





Showcase of 
love... 


In honor of National Heart 
Month, one of the display 
cases in the Wilbraham 
Town Office Building 
features photos of the 
town employees with their 





fur babies. The case was : 

coordinated by Melissa Slopeside coe 

Graves. Do you have photos a 

of your sweethearts? Share A group of Western Massachusetts natives pose for a quick picture between | 
your images with tyler@ Kristin and Dave Humphrey, and Stephen, Kathleen, Brian and Tyler Witkop. T| 


turley.com. TIMES STAFF PHOTO 
BY TYLER S. WITKOP 











Wilbraham family Dentistry, L 
Stephen H. Root, DDS, MAGD 











February 20, 2020 





runs at Mount Snow in Dover, Vermont, Feb. 16. From left are Tucker, 
MIES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7-5 ¢ Fri. 8-5 


85 Post Office Park 
Suite 8503 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-3881 


_£ www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com 
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Community Bulletin Board | 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
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We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to tyler@turley.com 
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Celebrating a 

new business... 

State Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo Jr., D-Springfield 
(left) celebrates the recent opening of Elaine 
Nguyen’s new business, Elaine’s Nail Spa, by 
joining her in a ribbon-cutting and presenting 
her with a special citation from the House of 
Representatives. Elaine’s Nail Spa is located in 
the Eastwood Shops in Wilbraham and continues 
Nguyen’s passion for providing the best in 


customer service and quality manicure and 
pedicure services. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Happy 
WINNeYr... 


Green Meadows teacher [iim 
Jennifer Grono shows her 
excitement at halftime of 
the Students vs. Teachers 
basketball game Jan. 31, 
having won one of the 
raffle prizes. All proceeds 
from the raffle helped 
support the eighth grade 
trip to Washington, D.C. 
this spring. TIMES STAFF | 
PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP [Rae 





¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 

e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 

¢ Implant Restorations 

e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


¢ Most insurance plans accepted 
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B SCHOOLS 


Scholarships available 
through Women’s Club 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Women’s Club an- 
nounced scholarship applications are now available in the 
Guidance Office at Minnechaug Regional High School. 

The club will award several $1,000 scholarships to grad- 
uating seniors who are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden 
and who will be attending a four year college or university. 
One of the scholarships will be given to a student who ei- 
ther intends to pursue a music degree in college or who has 
been active in the music curriculum throughout high school. 
The deadline for applications is April 6. 

For students attending private or parochial schools, ap- 
plications may be obtained by calling Sue Agnew at 596- 
9480. 


Scholarships available for 
Minnechaug seniors; 
deadline Feb. 29 


WILBRAHAM — Graduating seniors from Min- 
nechaug Regional High School are now welcome to ap- 
ply for higher education scholarships through the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation. 

With the submission of a single application, students 
will be considered for more than 50 scholarships with an 
estimated award total of $50,000. Students must reside in 
Hampden or Wilbraham to be considered. 

Applications, available in the MRHS Guidance Office 
or online at wilbraham-hampdenscholarshipfoundation. 
org, must be completed by Feb. 29. However, those who 
submit applications by Feb. 21 will have their application 
reviewed for completeness and should there be missing 
information, the Foundation will contact applicants for 
more information, in time for the filing deadline. 

For more information, email info @ wilbraham-hamp- 
denscholarshipfoundation.org or visit wilbraham-hamp- 
denscholarshipfoundation.org. 


OP fo om 


® LUDLOW LODGE OF ELKS — 
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Springfield Garden Club to 
award $2,000 scholarship 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Garden Club invites high school se- 
niors, undergraduate and graduate 
students who are residents of Hamp- 
den County, and are majoring or have 
been accepted to major in one of the 
accepted horticulture or environmen- 
tal related fields to apply for a $2,000 
scholarship for the 2020-2021 aca- 
demic year. 

This 2020-2021 scholarship con- 
tinues the Springfield Garden Club’s 
longstanding commitment to the de- 
velopment of future leaders in horti- 
culture and related fields by awarding 
an annual scholarship. Applicants 
should be majoring in or have been 
accepted to major in a plant scienc- 
es or environmental studies program 


such as horticulture, floriculture, 
landscape design, conservation, for- 
estry, botany, agronomy, plant pa- 
thology, environmental control, land 
management or other allied fields. 
Since 1990 the Club has raised mon- 
ey from plant sales, holiday bazaars, 
and special events to award more 
than $73,000 in scholarships to more 
than 47 students. 

The deadline for receipt for all 
documentation is Tuesday, March 17. 

For more information or appli- 
cations, contact Scholarship Com- 
mittee Co-Chair Elizabeth Tongue at 
413-627-5503 or Helen Gallivan at 
SGCscholarship @ gmail.com. Appli- 
cations are available online at www. 
gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub. 


HCC Foundation opens 
2020-21 scholarship season 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
Community College Foundation 1s 
now accepting scholarship applica- 
tions for the 2020-2021 academic 
year. 

More than $200,000 in awards is 
available for incoming, continuing 
and transferring HCC students. 

The application deadline is 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020. 

Students must be currently en- 
rolled at HCC or have been accept- 
ed for the upcoming academic year 
to be ell- 
gible for 
schol- 
arships, 
which 


69 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA aor e 


March 7 6pm-10pm 
featuring the 


The McMurphys 


Corned Beef Dinner 
Buffet served at 6:30 


Tickets available at the lodge 
or by calling (413) 583-2448 


$20 per person 
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


CENTER CUT PORKLOIN $496 Bg RIBEYE 


CHOPS or ROAST assesses Ib 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
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FREE 


COUNTRYSTYLE . USDA INSP 


PORK RIBS sssssmmmnnn? Ba 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


PORK 
SPARE RIBS sncomen W- -o 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP ¢ FRESH S 


BEEF SHANK ssocsensnte 
GOAT MEAT ..sssssssssssese 6° 
OXTAILS vststasssnene Ov 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


Ei 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 2/20/20 - 2/26/20 


EIKs Fish Fry 


February 28 
Spm-7pm 


Fried or Baked Fish 


and One Non-Seafood 
Option Available 


Serving Every Friday 
During Lent 


$ ] 2 per person 
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OR HALF 


FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or s 
STEAKS 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF T’BONE or 
PORTERHOUSE 
rn 

i caal 


SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


BUY DIRECT FOR 


awarded 
through 
the HCC 


Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit fund- 
raising corporation. 

Applicants need only fill out a 
single online form to be automati- 
cally matched with the scholarships 
they are most qualified to receive. 
There are scholarships for new stu- 
dents, current students and students 
transferring to other institutions, 
scholarships based on_ financial 
need, scholarships for student in 
specific majors, scholarships for 
residents of certain communities, 
and scholarships that recognize ac- 
ademic achievement. 

To begin the application process, 
go to www.hcc.edu/scholarships. 

Questions should be directed to 
the HCC Foundation office at 413- 
552-2182 or Donahue 170 on the 
HCC campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 
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BONELESS & SKINLESS $415 
CHICKEN BREAST :o1ss0c. iD 
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3°° / CAPTAIN BOB'S 
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RAW EASY PEEL 


SHRIMP 16/20 CT os cas. 
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Campus 
Notes 


Emmanuel College 
names fall 
Dean’s List 


BOSTON - In honor of their 
outstanding academic achieve- 
ment, Emmanuel College has 
named more than 800 students 
to the Dean’s List for the fall 
2019 semester. To earn a spot 
on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel 
students must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher 
for a 16-credit semester. 

From Wilbraham are Jacob 
Henriques and Hannah Miller. 


WNE names 
Dean’s List students 


SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University an- 
nounced more than 730 students 
have been named to the fall 
2019 Dean’s List. 

From Hampden are Nathan 
Collins Horne, Connor Dandren 
McQuade, Kyle W. Biermann, 
and Nathan C. Smith. 

From Wilbraham are Sa- 
mantha Lauren Kelley, Edward 
Alfred Ouimet, Gracyn Lee 
Rothschild-Shea, Sarah Marga- 
ret Schultz, Eric Garete, Hailie 
J. Franklin, Jeffrey M. Dufour, 
Delaney G. Barber, Kyle Har- 
ris Cunningham, Isabella M. 
Bartolomei, Maximus Gregory 
George, Marykate Caron, Julia 
Nemphos, and Sara Garete. 


Western 
New England names 
President’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University an- 
nounced nearly 500 students 
have been named to the fall 
2019 President’s List. 

From Hampden are Matthew 
Roath, Holly Weinberg, Cullen 
Murray, Allison Coopee, and 
Anthony Craig. 

Wilbraham students are Ol- 
ivia Barber, Thomas Dufour, 


Mikenzie Crowther, Antonio 
Palermo, Joseph Lucas, Gina 
Barillaro, Samantha Dion, 
Spencer Newton, Rebekah 
Sherman, Michael O’Toole, 


Vivian Cheng, Sophia Eady, and 
Sarah Sherman. 





February 20, 2020 
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Municipal zoning tracker offers insight into 
cannabis developments statewide 


WORCESTER — The Canna- 
bis Control Commission recently 
launched a new webpage to help 
license applicants, cities and towns, 
and the public identify the status of 
adult-use cannabis zoning and re- 
lated policies across the common- 
wealth’s 351 cities and towns. 

Now available at MassCanna- 
bisControl.Com/MunicipalTrack- 
er, the Commission’s database 
will enable constituents to quickly 
search whether a location might 
have passed planning or zoning that 
pertains to adult-use cannabis, if a 
license cap might be in place, or if 
a full or partial ban may prevent the 
siting of marijuana establishments 
there. 

With the introduction of new 
Commission license types at the 
end of 2019, the public also will 
be able to follow the municipali- 
ties that authorize home delivery in 
their community or participate in a 
future pilot program to support the 
state’s first social consumption es- 


tablishments. 

“By compiling the status of 
adult-use cannabis across Massa- 
chusetts in one central location, 
the Commission has furthered its 
commitment to implementing a 
regulated industry that is transpar- 
ent and accessible to a wide range 
of stakeholders,’ Commissioner 
Kay Doyle said. “This resource will 
provide local leaders with a basis to 
share information around planning 
and zoning best practices, simplify 
license applicants’ search for a host 
municipality, and keep the public 
up-to-date about the progress of le- 
galization in our state.” 

The Commission developed the 
tracker through voluntary surveys 
it distributed in 2018 and 2019 to 
municipalities statewide concern- 
ing zoning bylaws and similar is- 
sues relative to adult-use cannabis. 
Results were then organized into a 
table that identifies each city and 
town, the link to their official page 
to create direct lines of communi- 


cation with the community, and 
the status of planning, zoning, and 
related decisions that impact the 1n- 
dustry in that area. 

All available data has been 
self-reported by the city or town but 
not every municipality has respond- 
ed to the Commission’s survey. The 
page will be updated biweekly and 
expanded as the Commission re- 
ceives new information from local 
officials. When applicable, certain 
zoning updates may be subject to 
review by the Attorney General’s 
Office. Constituents with ques- 
tions about a local approval process 
should seek clarification from the 
municipality. 

For more information about the 
Massachusetts adult-use cannabis 
industry, visit MassCannabisCon- 
trol.com, email Commission@ 
CCCMass.Com or call 774-415- 
0200, or follow the agency on Face- 
book and Twitter. 


Rotary Club offering 9 scholarships 
to Hampden, Wilbraham students 


WILBRAHAM -— Students re- 
siding in Hampden or Wilbraham 
may now apply for scholarships 
through the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club. A total of nine schol- 
arships in the amount of $1,500 
each will be available to qualifying 


BUILDING from page 1 


buildings, including Memori- 
al School, which would outline 
costs to bring each building up 
to current codes. That study, she 
said, would not have any costs 
associated with renovating the 
building and modifying it into 
any other use. 

For Building Committee 
member Jay Kahn, the use of 
Memorial School for the pur- 
poses of a senior center is a dead 
issue. 

“I think we should take the 
position ‘the Feasibility Commit- 
tee went through this, evaluated 


students. 

Applications for the scholar- 
ships are now available from the 
guidance departments of Min- 
nechaug Regional High School, 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
and Pope Francis High School. The 


deadline for completed applications 
is April 1. For more information 
contact Scholarship Committee 
Chairman Brad Sperry at 413-537- 
4171 or email bsperry8869 @ char- 
ter.net. 
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BUSINESS Bf 


Wilbraham attorney 
named clerk for Family 
Business Center 


SPRINGFIELD — Skoler, Ab- 
bott & Presser, P.C. announced that 
the Family Business Center of Pio- 
neer Valley named attorney Amelia 
J. Holstrom as its new clerk for its 
Board of Directors. 

Holstrom, who has been with 
Skoler Abbott since 2012 and was 
named a partner last year, focuses 
her practice on labor law and em- 
ployment litigation including repre- 
senting employers before state and 
federal agencies and in state and federal courts, providing 
counsel to management regarding litigation avoidance 
strategies, reviewing and revising personnel policies and 
practices, wage and hour compliance, and separation and 
severance agreements. 

“When people think about businesses, they tend to 
forget they are run by ordinary individuals who have to 
make difficult decisions daily. My job as legal counsel 
is to advise clients on what the law requires and help 
them avoid any missteps, which aligns with the FBC’s 
commitment to supporting and educating family busi- 
ness Owners in what can be a highly sensitive type of 
enterprise,’ Holstrom said. “I am extremely grateful for 
this opportunity and look forward to contributing to the 
organization’s ongoing mission.” 

A resident of Wilbraham, Holstrom frequently speaks 
about employment-related legal topics for a wide variety 
of associations and organizations and is a regular contrib- 
utor to the Massachusetts Employment Law Letter. She 
was a Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly “Up & Coming” 
honoree in 2017 and was selected to the Super Lawyers 
“Rising Stars” list in 2018 and 2019. In addition, she was 
selected by BusinessWest as a 40 Under Forty honoree 
for the Class of 2015 and received the Massachusetts Bar 
Association Community Service Award in 2016. 
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and came to a decision’,’ Kahn 
said. “It feels like it’s back-track- 
ing and a poor use of resources.” 
Kahn noted that to use the 
school it would have to be 
brought up to current building 
and fire codes and then be ret- 
ro-fitted as a senior center. Since 
the committee hopes to build a 
15,000 square foot center, he said 
that would leave roughly 35,000 
square feet of extra space that 
would need to be maintained, 
likely at a higher cost than what 
the town could build new. 
According to Lopata, Catlin’s 
rough estimate to retrofit a se- 
nior center into Memorial School 


would cost roughly $16 million. 
That figure assumes a construc- 
tion cost of $175 per square foot. 

“Whenever you retrofit some- 
thing, it’s more risk,’ Committee 
member Ted Sowa said, noting 
that builders are redesigning and 
re-engineering a space for a dif- 
ferent use. 

Kahn noted that cost of $175 
per square foot is “just compli- 
ance, that’s not a senior center.” 
He said such an expense is “a 
huge amount of money for some- 
thing that doesn’t address our 
needs.” 

Lopata estimated a full study 
of Memorial School as a se- 


nior center would cost roughly 
$10,000. The Committee was 
unanimous in its belief that 
would be a waste of the town’s 
resources. 

“T keep thinking, anytime the 
town gets up to vote, they vote 
with their pocketbook,’ Commit- 
tee member Diane Weston said. 
“We have a big gap,” she contin- 
ued. “No study is going to close 
that — we’re not going to shave $6 
to $7 million.” 

Dubord told the group she 
spent time researching the av- 
erage cost escalation of build- 
ing projects on non-residential 
buildings. She found that aver- 


age 1S 3.5 percent per year. For 
comparison’s sake, she said the 
town spent $4 million to renovate 
Stony Hill School in 1999. In to- 
day’s dollars, she said that would 
cost roughly $7.95 million. 

Fontaine commented _ that 
those repairs never addressed 
a change to the building, as the 
school was simply renovat- 
ed from its time as a grammar 
school to be used again as a pub- 
lic school. The energy cost alone, 
he said, would be a large increase 
to the operational expenses of the 
building. 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, at 6:30 PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, on the 
application of Michael 
O’Neal and Nga Nguyen for 
a Special Permit as required 
under Sections 3.9.2.15 and 
4.10 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow the 
continuation of an accessory 
in-law apartment in the exist- 
ing residence on property 
owned by the applicants 
located at 8 Highmoor Drive 
as shown on information on 
file in the Planning Office 
and available for review 
during normal business 
hours. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
2/20, 2/27/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P0264EA 
Kstate of: 

Robert B. Fortier 
Date of Death: 
January 10, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Janet S. 
Carson of Hampden, MA a 
Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

Janet S. Carson of 
Hampden, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal proce- 
dure by the Personal 


Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
2/20/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 


Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD20P0220GD 
In the matter of: 
Sudelka Maldonado 
Of: Wilbraham, MA 
Respondent 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Department of 
Developmental Services of 
Springfield, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Sudelka Maldonado is in 
need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Leslie 
DesRoberts of Longmeadow, 
MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 03/11/2020. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to fil ing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 


attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: February 05, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/20/2020 
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DA’s Office showcases internet 


safety 


By Donna K. Conroy 
Special to the Times 


CHICOPEE -— Antonio Sim- 
mons, director of communi- 
ty safety and outreach for the 
Hampden District Attorney’s 
Office, and Gina Anselno, com- 
munity safety and outreach spe- 
cialist, brought a group of high 
school students to Lambert La- 
voie Elementary School to pres- 
ent an “Internet and Real World 
Safety” program. 

The high school students 
were from Chicopee Compre- 
hensive, East Longmeadow, 
Minnechaug Regional, and Wil- 
braham & Monson Academy 
high schools. The program tar- 
geted grade 2 and 3 students. 

The teenagers could relate 
to the students who use the in- 
ternet for homework, jokes and 
fun. Brayden Chartier, grade 
2, shared that “I Like to look at 
pictures of otters on the inter- 
net.” All the students discussed 
popular internet games such as 
“Roblox” and “Minecraft.” The 
term Netiquette was defined as 
not being rude or mean online. 
The students participated in an 
interactive video that reinforced 
the “Netiquette Rules,’ and en- 
couraged students to, “Use Your 
Netsmartz!” 

The high school students re- 
peated the four rules they wanted 
the elementary students to re- 
member. They are: Tell a trust- 
ed adult if you see anything that 
makes you sad, scared, or con- 
fused; don’t share your name, 
address, or phone number with- 
out asking a rusted adult; you 
should not meet people from 
the internet face-to-face; and 
use good netiquette and don’t 





WILBRAHAM — Wilbra- 
ham Middle School announced 
the following students received 
Honor Roll status for the Term 2 
marking period. Distinguished 
Honors is all A’s in all subjects; 
Honors is all A’s and/or B’s in all 
subjects. 


Eighth Grade 
Distinguished Honors 
Rose Caltabiano, Serina 


Chan, Siena Dansereau, Abi- 
gail Dean, Norah Dumala, Amy 
Dunklee, Emily Esteves, Mia 
Fraga, Isabella Gahres, Abys- 
sinia Haile, Lylah Jeannotte, 
Benjamin Langone, Thomas 
Leckey, Julia Long, Samantha 
Long, Kate O’Connor, Veera Pa- 
tel, Vyan Patel, Nicolas Patrakis, 
, Jonah Rost, Olivia Rucki, Jes- 
sica Santos, Derek Semanie, 
Georgia Serra, Ainsley Sheehan, 
Ava Sheehan, Brenna Slattery, 
Jack Strauss, Jack Tassinari, 
Mary Woytowicz and Katja 
Wurm. 


Eighth Grade Honors 

Jonathan Barton-Cimino, 
Nathan Belliveau, Michael Big- 
da, Jacob Bottass, Norah Bot- 
tum, Aren Brubach, Serina Chan, 
Jayla Comes, Gianna Daniele, 
Samuel Dean, Jackson Derosia, 
Jaden Desmarais, Lilliana D1- 
Grande, SofiaDiGrande, Nich- 
olas Disa, Keegan Duke, Ryan 





Lambert Lavoie Elementary School students had the opportunity 

to learn internet safety through the Hampden District Attorney’s 
Office and high-schoolers from Chicopee Comp, East Longmeadow, 
Minnechaug Regional and Wilbraham & Monson Academy. Pictured 
(back row from left) are Joy Burke, Gaby Bartolomel, Griffin 
Polverini, Arielle Alouidor, Riley Wojciak, Shane Appiah, Madelyn 
MacKenzie, Norah Omar and Antonio Simmons. Second row 

(from left) are Gina Anselno, Kayleigh Dion, Ava Baron and Bella 
Demosthenous. Front center is Nicholas Dubois. TIMES PHOTO 


SUBMITTED 


be rude or mean online. Finally, 
the students were given internet 
and real world safety scenarios 
to discuss. 

The high school program 
encompasses more than presen- 
tations to elementary schools. 
Norah Omar, from Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy, was excited 
to participate in this program be- 
cause she likes to take initiative 
in the community. 

“T enjoy meeting other high 
school students. It’s great to 
help younger children, and reach 
out to parents to promote knowl- 
edge and awareness of social 
media use.” 

Arielle Alovidor, from East 
Longmeadow High _ School, 
shared, “This program is a won- 
derful opportunity to work with 


Eldridge, Christian Erskine, 
Madison Faneuff, John Finneg- 
an, John Fitzgerlad, Annabella 
Foster, Joseph Fusco, Sophia 
Gravanda, Gavin Grout, Chase 
Harrison, Mary Heinold,Mia 
Hickson, Dakota Joseph, Lau- 
ren Kasper, Owen Kiernan, 
Kayleigh Kinsman, Jake Kla- 
kotskiy,Theodore Klostri, Mua 
Korzec, Lindsay Labadorf, Eve- 
lyn Labbe, Rory Lavelle, Jessica 
Leary, Olivia Lee, Sawyer Lis- 
owski, Carley Long, Jake Lowe, 
Anna Lucarelle, Grace Maloni, 
Alexander Maurer, Jonathan 
Maurer, Avra Mayuski, Ava 
Murray, Matthew Nordstrom, 
John O’Connor, Owen Ordy- 
nowicz, Caitlyn Osmani, Grace 
Pastore, Madeline Patterson, 
Kylie Ray, Michael Roy, Daniel 
Ryzewicz, Gabriella Salvador, 
Olivia Salvi, Chad Santos, Jenna 
Scatolini, Aiden Sergienko, AI- 
exander Sleeper, Lillian Smith, 
Zachary Smith, Lucas Stogner, 
Andrew Szpakowski, Katherie 
Tzoumas, Zachary Vigneault, 
Ailsa Wilson, Benjamin Wilson 
and Mary Woytowicz. 


Seventh Grade 
Distinguished Honors 
Elena Baltazar, Bryan Beck- 
el, Marissa Bontempi, Audrey 
Bernard, Samantha Burnham, 
Mackenzie DaFonseca, Zoe 
Dansereau, Paul Diehl, Luc- 


fellow students and further our 
initiatives and discuss our con- 
cerns of what is happening in our 
community.” 

Each grade 2 and 3 student 
received an Internet Safety Cer- 
tificate. Sophia Rodriguez stat- 
ed, “I liked listening to the high 
school kids because they told us 
the things we should know about 
the internet and real world safe- 
ty.” 

Tristen Murphy added “I 
liked how we took the quiz. We 
listened and answered ques- 
tions.” 

Brayden Riley summed up 
the presentation: “Tell a trusted 
adult if you’re not sure about 
what to do, and don’t go with 
anyone you don’t know.” 


ie Dones, Grace Fallon, Aaron 
Gasteyer, Noelle Giombetti, 
Victoria Gonzalez, Alexander 
Gormley, Audrey Izzo, Nora 
Kennedy, Alayna Lucas, Ali- 
son Mackie, Michael McGrath, 
Collin Meunier, Taylor Meuni- 
er, Brayden O’Sullivan, Nathan 
Pace, Ava Peabody, Laura Pecoy, 
Mallory Poulin, Ethan Purcell, 
Dawson Rice, Hayden Richard, 
Aiden Rodrigues, Dillon Shea, 
Brady Suomala, Quinn Sym- 
ington, Leah Tassinari, Mark 
Tobias, Angela Verdon, Sofia 
Villanueva, Skylar Weinberg 
and Alexander Wietecha. 


Seventh Grade Honors 

Joseph Aguiar, Hannah 
Alves, Emmamarie Annear, Kyle 
Atkin, Antonio Baltazar, Jr.,Lili- 
ana Barkyoumb, Bryce Barlow, 
Rachael Beaudry, Nicholas Ben- 
ninger, Bryanna Brown, Robert 
Bustamante, Jeremiah Camp- 
bell, Margaret Capuano, Jayme 
Cerasuolo, Logan Conboy, 
Kayla Coolbeth, Saniya Daw- 
kins, Jason DeGray, Elizabeth 
Dickson, Nicholas Fopp, Nina 
Gallagher, Wen Xi Gao, Kendall 
Gates, Jaidyn Gaudreau, Hunter 
Gormally, McKenna Hale, No- 
elle Hisgen, Kalli Joyce, Quinn 
Kiernan, Taylor Labadorf, Ar- 
thur Lam, Andrew Lang, Maxx 
Lemek, Samantha Lloyd, Isa- 
belle Manning, Jeremiah Mar- 
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School Lunch Menus 


Elementary and 
Middle Schools 


Monday, Feb. 24 
Turkey wrap, lettuce/tomato, Cape 
Cod chips, and raw vegetables 


Tuesday, Feb. 25 
Mandarin Orange Chicken, brown 
rice, and carrots 


Wednesday, Feb. 26 
Macaroni and cheese, broccoli, 
and chop chop salad 


Thursday, Feb. 27 
Taco Boat, lettuce/salsa/cheese, 
brown rice, and corn 


Friday, Feb. 28 
Stuffed crust pizza, garden salad, 
and baby carrots 


Alternates are offered daily, 
including chef salad and bagel 
lunch, and are served with yogurt 
or cheese stick. Fresh local fruits 
and vegetables daily. Daily lunch 


is $2.75. Milk is 5O cents, included 


with all lunches, 1% or fat free 
chocolate. Make checks payable to 
School Food Services. 


Minnechaug 
Regional High 
School 


Monday, Feb. 24 

Asian Rice Bowl Station — Gener- 
al Tso’s Chicken, brown rice, and 
broccoli/carrots 

Main Street Deli — Crispy chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veg- 
gie, or chicken burger w/toppings 
Pizza Daily — Veggie 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Cae- 
sar salad, Buffalo chicken salad, 
chef salad, assorted wraps 


Tuesday, Feb. 25 
Hot dog, steamed carrots, and 
oven fries 


tin, Antonia Mascaro, Catherine 
McMahon, Alexander Melluzzo, 
Margaret Michels, Sean Miller, 
Nhi Nguyen, Tiffany Nguyen, 
Alyah Nogueira, Ava Ofcarcik, 
Ryan Oldread, Thomas O’ Toole, 
Owen Perry, Alexander Rice, 
Madeleine Rooney, Sydney Roy, 
Matthew Ryan, Christopher 
Salvi, Ella Sarno, Geeta Shar- 
ma, Patrick Sherman, Gianna 
Siciliano, Camden Tabb, Isa- 
bella Tirabassi, Johanyliz Torres 
and Ian Wall. 


Sixth Grade 

Distinguished Honors 

Kelly Balog, Corine Brrew- 
er, Anthony Cianflone, Steven 
Cocchi, Kelly Cronin, Made- 
line Dos Santos, Aidan Dzier- 
winski, Noemi Fraga, Lucas 
Fyntrilakis, Laila Hosnander, 
Tyler Jaslanek, Molly Kinsman, 
Kayleigh LaFromboise, Samuel 
Meunier, Vinh Nguyen, Cora 
Pace, Zachary Parent, Grayson 
Plaszek, David Preston, Hannah 
Przechocki, Aezlin Rost, Con- 
nor Seymour, Colin Sheehan, 
Trevor Steele, Isabella Strand 
and Elizabeth Woytowicz. 


Sixth Grade Honors 
Angelina Acevedo, Ian An- 
gelica, Ali Awkal, Emma Ba- 
log, Logan Barcome, Maxwell 
Baroni, Emily Benoit, Cal- 
lan Blanchard, Alec Boilard, 


Main Street Deli — Caesar chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veg- 
gie or chicken burger w/toppings 
Pizza Daily — BBQ chicken 
Specialty - Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef 
salad, assorted wraps 


Wednesday, Feb. 26 

Mexican Bar — Taco, burrito, or 
nacho; chicken, bean or turkey; 
lettuce/salsa/cheese; and corn 
Main Street Deli — Chicken salad 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veg- 
gie or chicken burger w/ toppings 
Pizza Daily — Meatball 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Cae- 
sar salad, Buffalo chicken salad, 
chef salad, assorted wraps 


Thursday, Feb. 27 

Mozzarella sticks, tomato sauce, 
seasoned noodles, and green beans 
Main Street Deli — Buffalo chick- 
en wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veg- 
gie or chicken burger w/toppings 
Pizza Daily — Chicken and broc- 
coli 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Cae- 
sar salad, Buffalo chicken salad, 
chef salad, assorted wraps 


Friday, Feb. 28 

Pasta Bar — Meat, red or white 
sauce, Caesar salad, and garlic 
knot 

Main Street Deli — Veggie wrap 
Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veg- 
gie or chicken burger w/toppings 
Pizza Daily — Buffalo chicken 
Specialty — Grilled chicken, Cae- 
sar salad, Buffalo chicken salad, 
chef salad, assorted wraps 


Meal prices $3, reduced 40 

cents, adult $3.75, milk 50 cents, 
breakfast $1.75. All meals served 
with choice of fruit, vegetable and 
1% or fat free milk. Offered daily: 
salad bar, grab & go sandwiches 
and salad, hamburgers, chicken 
sandwiches, PB&J, veggie burgers 
and yogurt bar. 


Wilbraham Middle School Honor Roll 


Corinne Brewer, Lila Britton, As- 
tin Buckert, Kennedy Burgmyer, 
Trinity Burgmyer, Alyss Capen, 
Isabella Carlin, Alexis Carrei- 
ra, Lilianna Catellier, Nicholas 
Cianflone, Logan Clark, Jona- 
than Correa, Maliha Daubon, 
Alison Demetri, Madison Du- 
naj, Bruce Earl, Cody Erskine, 
Zayde Facchetti, Miles Fergus, 
Margaret Fulton, Yong Ming 
Gao, Eliana Gaudreau, Callie 
Glockenberg, Giselle Harris, 
Brody Harrison, Lana Johnson, 
Maeghan Joyce,Ava Kearney, 
Jon Kowalski, Brady Laliberte, 
Aidan Lee, Evan Liverseidge, 
Kaitlyn Lopez-Pham, Jack Lu- 
carelle, Avery Lucas, Hannah 
Luff, Ava Manning, Luca Mas- 
troianni, Michael Mazzaferro, 
Riley McLeod, Jacob Moore, 
Morgan Morrow, Evan Mum- 
blo, Alyssa Nogueira, Cambria 
Norval, Stephen Nowicki, Luke 
O’Connor, Kyla O’ Keefe, Anna 
O’ Toole, Alexander Parent, Mia 
Peck, Caydence Pellerin, Char- 
lotte Powell, Katelynn Prono- 
vost, ChloeRobins, Connor Roy, 
Mostaffa Saleh, Henry Salerno, 
Nina Semanie, Colin Sheehan, 
Linda Stanco, Jonathan Stephen, 
Owen Sullivan, Johnathan To- 
bias, Carly Tranghese, Abigail 
Tredo, Ella Trosky, Matthew 
Vanderbeken, Joe Wamunyu and 
Elijah Webster. 
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Western Mass. 
tournament 
important to 
ADs, coaches 


Editor’s note: This is the final 
article of a four-part series to 
break down the statewide tourna- 
ment proposal, what it is, it’s ef- 
fect on the Western Mass. region, 
the challenges, and how your 
athletic directors and coaches 
feel about it. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION — One representa- 
tive from each of the 380 MIAA 
member high schools will be 
voting on the new statewide tour- 
nament proposal on Feb. 28 at 
Assabet Valley Regional Techni- 
cal High School located in Marl- 
borough. 

Several Western Mass. Ath- 
letic Directors and coaches have 
expressed their concerns about 
the new plan. At the top of the list 
is how the new statewide tourna- 
ment will impact the future of the 
Western Mass. tournaments 

“T think the Tournament Man- 
agement Committee has done 
a tremendous job of putting to- 
gether this proposal and they’ve 
done their research,’ said Lud- 
low Athletic Director Tim Brillo. 
“The biggest concern in this area 
is making sure that we can main- 
tain the Western Mass. Champi- 
onships. I’m hoping we’ll still be 
able to do that.” 

If the new tournament plan 
does pass on the Feb. 28, a West- 
ern Mass. tournament could still 
possibly be held during the final 
week of the regular season in 
each team sport. 

“It might be like how the 
NCAA does it now in basket- 
ball,’ added Brillo, who’s cur- 
rently a member of the MIAA 
Board of Directors. “They hold 
a conference tournament prior 
to the start of the NCAA tour- 
nament. I’m really hoping that 


Please see TOURNEY, page 9 
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Lady Falcons 
hold off Pacers 
in league finale 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


CHICOPEE — The five Minnechaug seniors 
girls varsity basketball roster have accomplished 
something during the 2019-20 campaign that can 
only be tied in the coming years. 

The Lady Falcons captured the Valley Wheel 
League title for the fourth consecutive year by 
squeaking out a 57-52 road victory over league 
rival Chicopee last Tuesday night, Feb .11. 

“The seniors have now won the league title 
during the past four years, which is awesome. It 
was one of our team goals before the start of the 
regular season,” said first-year Minnechaug head 
coach Tony Giuggio. “We’re a senior laden team 
this year, but teams like Chicopee have a lot of 
talented younger players. It’1l make winning the 
league title again next year very challenging for 


99 


us 


Giuggio joined the Minnechaug coaching 
staff as a varsity assistant coach when the five 
seniors were freshmen, so he has also been a part 
of the last four league championship teams. He 
replaced Jay Fenlason as the Lady Falcons var- 


sity coach. 


Minnechaug had a 14-2 overall record and 
a perfect 7-0 league record following the road 
win against the Lady Pacers. They won the first 
meeting of the regular season against the Lady 
Pacers at home by the final score of 63-54 on 


Jan. 21. 


Last Tuesday’s loss spoiled the Chicopee se- 
Please see FALCONS, page 9 
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Lauren Barry reaches up for 
the ball. 
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Molly Cronin sets to take her 
shot. 
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Madison 
Sanborn sails 
a pass over a 

pair of Pacers. 





Autumn Strange gets the layup. 


Falcons boys basketball makes tournament 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


SPRINGFIELD — The Min- 
nechaug boys varsity basketball 
team will be competing in the 
Western Massachusetts Division 
1 tournament, which starts next 
week, for the first time since 
2017. 

The Falcons also clinched 
at least a share of the Suburban 
League title for the first time in 
three years with a 60-47 victory 
at Sabis International Charter 
School located in Springfield last 
Thursday night. 

“Tonight‘s win guarantees 


that we’ll finish the regular sea- 
son as co-champions of our 
league. If we can take care of 
business against Agawam, we’ ll 
be outright league champions,” 
said Minnechaug head coach 
Michael Orzech. “We’ve accom- 
plished our first two goals, which 
iS a very special thing for this 
group of players, especially for 
our four seniors.” 

Minnechaug, who won 16 
regular season games in 2017, 
lost to Holyoke, 60-55, in over- 
time in the quarterfinals. The last 
time that the Falcons captured 
the Western Mass. Division | ti- 
tle was in 2006. 


This year’s Falcons squad 
had a 12-6 overall record and a 
6-1 league mark following the 
13-point road win against the 
Sabis Bulldogs. It was also their 
eighth consecutive victory. 

Had the Bulldogs (10-8, 4-2), 
who are the defending Western 
Mass. Division 3 champions, 
been able to defeat the Falcons 
in last Thursday night’s con- 
test, they would’ve taken over 
first place in the league stand- 
ings. The other three Suburban 
League teams (West Springfield, 
Chicopee Comp and Agawam) 
will finish the regular season 
with a below .500 record. 


The Falcons were scheduled 
to wrap-up the regular season 
by traveling to Agawam High 
School on Wednesday night. 
They squeaked out a 63-60 
home victory in the first meeting 
of the regular season against the 
Brownies on February 3. 

The four Falcons seniors 
are Max Torres, Luke Angelica, 
Mike Talaia, and Griffin Mc- 
Quade. They were honored in a 
ceremony held before the start 
of the final regular season home 
game versus Putnam last Friday 
night. 

Torres, who scored 14 
points against Sabis, Angelica 


(3 points), and Talaia (6 points) 
have been members of the var- 
sity basketball team since they 
were sophomores. McQuade 
joined the team last year as a ju- 
nior. 

“The four seniors have ma- 
tured a lot during the past couple 
of years,” Orzech said. ““They’ve 
worked very hard this year. The 
overall team chemistry this year 
is outstanding.” 

The Falcons leading scorer 
against the Bulldogs was soph- 
omore Jason Ofcarcik, who 
scored 10 of his game-high 19 


Please see BOYS, page 9 
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T-Birds sweep Checkers in weekend series 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. —- The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (28-23-2- 
Q) again erased an early deficit en 
route to a 4-3 win over the Charlotte 
Checkers (29-18-4-0) on Sunday af- 
ternoon inside the Bojangles’ Coli- 
seum. It was the first weekend sweep 
for the T-Birds in Charlotte in their 
history. 

For a second straight game, the 
Checkers power play would draw 
first blood. This time around, the 
T-Birds went down two men on 
back-to-back penalties just 12 sec- 
onds apart, and with just seconds 
remaining on the disadvantage, 
Gustav Forsling blasted a one-timer 
from the right point that squeaked 
between the legs of Ryan Bednard to 
give Charlotte a 1-0 lead at 12:48 of 
the opening frame. 

Bednard was otherwise perfect 
in an opening period onslaught of 
15 shots from the Checkers, includ- 
ing five from Forsling alone. An- 
ton Forsberg was not as busy in the 
Checkers’ goal crease, as he turned 
away eight shots in the opening pe- 
riod and went almost eight minutes 


BOYS from page 15 


points during the second half. Soph- 
omore Matt Devine also reached dou- 
ble digits versus the Bulldogs with 
15 points. The duo of Ofcarcik and 
Devine each pulled down eight re- 
bounds. 

Ofcarcik, who’s a forward, has 
reached double figures in 15 of the 
Falcons first 18 regular season games. 
He scored 24 points in the first meet- 
ing against the Bulldogs, which was a 
59-54 home win on January 27. His 
season high is 31 points in a non- 
league loss at Sci-Tech. 

“Jason has been outstanding all 
season long for us,’ Orzech said. 
“He’s been averaging 18 points per 
game and 1s averaging almost 10 re- 
bounds per game.” 

Devine, who’s a guard, scored 15 
points in the first game against Sabis, 
while Torres, who’s also a guard fin- 
ished that game with 13 points. 

The Falcons, who never trailed in 
the second meeting of the regular sea- 
son with the Bulldogs, played very 
well during the first eight minutes of 
the contest. 

Four different players scored, as 
the Falcons raced out to a 10-0 lead 


FALCONS from page 15 


nior night. 

The two Lady Pacers seniors, who 
were recognized before the start of the 
game, are Averie Gatzounas, who’s a 
three-year varsity player, and Jasmine 
Leyda (3 points), who’s a four-year 
varsity player. 

“Averie and Jasmine have given 
their heart and soul to our basket- 
ball program during the past couple 
years,’ said Chicopee head coach 
Steve Marcil. “I’m very proud of 
them and we’re going to miss them 
next year.” 

The Lady Pacers, who had a 12-6 
overall record, finished league play 
with a 5-3 record. 

“We didn’t qualify for the West- 
ern Mass. Division | tournament until 
the final game of the regular season 
last year,’ Marcil added. “We accom- 
plished that goal a little bit earlier 
this year. Tonight’s loss really doesn’t 
hurt us very much. We know that we 
can compete against Minnechaug and 
we’re hoping to play them again in 
the postseason tournament.” 

The Lady Pacers leading scorer 
was sophomore Yami Matos with 18 
points. Sophomore Natalie Rodriguez 
scored ten of her 13 points during the 
second half. Freshman Ella Florence 
chipped in with eight points off the be 
nch. 


without seeing a shot at the onset of 
the game. 

The Springfield power play, reyu- 
venated by Rodrigo Abols’ overtime 
tally the night before, struck on its 
first chance at 6:35 of the second 
with former Checker Aleksi Saarela 
rifling a one-time, cross-box pass 
from Henrik Borgstrom over the 
glove of Forsberg to tie the score, 
1-1. 

Charlotte would vault back to the 
lead at 11:51 when Dave Gust picked 
up a puck in the left circle off a shot 
block and snapping it over the shoul- 
der of Bednard to give the Checkers 
their second lead, 2-1. 

This lead, however, would last 
but 46 seconds. Borgstrom created 
an amazing play by throwing a be- 
tween-the-legs pass through a de- 
fender to a cutting Ethan Prow, who 
backhanded a rising shot into the 
cage to tie it up again, 2-2, at 12:37. 

The 2-2 tie carried into the early 
stages of the third as Forsberg and 
Bednard continued to trade strong 
netminder plays and saves. After 
Springfield had eight of the first nine 


during the first three minutes of the 
opening quarter. 

With a little more than a minute 
remaining in the first quarter, Devine 
buried a 3-pointer from the left side 
giving his team an 18-5 advantage. 
He scored six points during the first 
quarter, while Ofcarcik and Torres 
chipped in with five points apiece. 
Talaia, who’s a guard, added the oth- 
er two points. 

Minnechaug, who entered the 
second stanza holding a ten point 
lead (18-8), almost watched it all slip 
away. The Bulldogs, who were led by 
freshman forward Sandro Diaz with 
a team-high 13 points, closed the gap 
to two points with the help of an 8-0 
run during the first two minutes of the 
second quarter. 

“We did play very well at both 
ends of the court during the first quar- 
ter,’ Orzech said. “Sabis is a very tal- 
ented basketball team and we knew 
that they were going to eventually 
make a run against us. We weren’t 
going to blow them out, especially 
in their gym. It was very important 
that we always kept a little bit of a 
cushion and we never fell behind in 
tonight’s game.” 

A put-back hoop by Sabis junior 


The five Lady Falcons seniors, 
who combined to score 42 points in 
the second game against Chicop- 
ee, are Madison Sanborn, Autumn 
Strange, Molly Cronin, Gabby Ofcar- 
cik, and Lauren Barry, who’ll be join- 
ing the women’s lacrosse team at the 
University of Connecticut next year. 
They were scheduled to be honored 
before facing league rival Westfield at 
home in the final regular season game 
on Wednesday night. 

“Tt’s really exciting to win the 
league title again this year,’ Ofcarcik 
said. “Everyone has worked very hard 
and we’ve been playing very well to- 
gether as a team this year.” 

Ofcarcik, who’s hoping to play 
college basketball next year, scored 
eight of her 11 points during the sec- 
ond half. 

Strange scored a team-high 12 
points and Barry also reached double 
figures with 11 points. 

Barry was credited with nine re- 
bounds, two assists, one blocked shot, 
and one steal before leaving the game 
with a right ankle injury with 6:18 re- 
maining in the fourth quarter. 

“Lauren is one of our leading 
scorers and rebounders,’ Giuggio 
said. “We’re hoping that she isn’t in- 
jured that badly and hopefully she’ll 
be back very soon.” 

The Lady Pacers took the lead for 
the final time at 48-47 with 3:17 left 


shots in the third without a result, 
the top line finally broke through at 
12:42. After Roland McKeown had 
a puck hop past him at the left point, 
Saarela and Dryden Hunt set sail 
for the offensive zone in a 2-on-0. 
Saarela held onto the puck as long as 
possible before slipping a pass back 
to Hunt, who slammed it through the 
legs of Forsberg to make it 3-2 with 
7:18 to play. It was Hunt’s second 
goal and third point in two games on 
the weekend. 

Those two would not be finished, 
though, as Saarela hit Hunt for an 
empty-net walk-in with 1:20 to 
play, which would turn out to be the 
game-winner after Steven Lorentz 
got Charlotte back to a 4-3 deficit 
with just 30 seconds remaining. 

Bednard improved to 4-1 in his 
five AHL decisions as a netminder, 
stopping 33 of 36 for the victory, 
while Forsberg had 27 saves in de- 
feat. 

Springfield continues its push to- 
ward the Calder Cup playoffs as they 
return home for the 


forward Alex Williams (9 points) tied 
the score at 27-27 with 1:17 left in the 
first half. 

Then a made free throw by An- 
gelica, who’s a guard, and an inside 
basket by sophomore guard Mike 
Ziemba, which were his only points 
of the game, sent the visiting team 
into the locker room holding a three- 
point halftime lead (30-27). 

A steal and a lay-up by Ofcarcik 
increased the Falcons lead to 42-34 
with three minutes remaining in the 
third quarter. 

Minnechaug entered the final 
eight minutes of the contest with a 
45-39 lead. 

Ofcarcik took over the spotlight 
in the middle of the fourth quarter by 
scoring eight points, which pushed 
the Falcons lead into double digits for 
the first time. 

“We executed very well down the 
stretch,’ Orzech said. “We haven’t 
been able to sweep the season series 
with Sabis in several years. This is a 
huge win for us.” 

The four Falcons seniors, who 
were honored at home the following 
night, just want to keep playing bas- 
ketball together for as long as they 
possibly can. 


in regulation when freshman Alana 
Smith (5 points) made a free throw 
attempt. 

A lay-up by Ofcarcik and a pair of 
made free throws by Cronin (6 points) 
gave the Lady Falcons a 51-48 advan- 
tage less than 30 seconds later. 

With her team holding a slim 51- 
50 lead with 1:05 left, Minnechaug 
sophomore Hallie O’Toole buried a 
3-pointer from the left side making 
it a four-point game. They were the 
only points that O’ Toole scored in the 
game. 

“That was a huge 3-pointer by 
Hallie at the end of the game,” Ofcar- 
cik said.” I’m very happy for her.” 

Ofcarcik made three foul shots 
during the final 20 seconds sealing the 
Lady Falcons victory. 

Following a very close first quar- 
ter, which saw a couple of lead chang- 
es, the Lady Falcons built a 27-17 
lead on a Barry jumper from above 
the foul line late in the second quarter. 

The Lady Pacers, who were trail- 
ing 33-26 at halftime, scored seven 
straight points at the end of the third 
quarter. An inside hoop by Matos 
gave the home team a 41-40 lead with 
25 seconds left in the quarter. 

The final eight minutes of the con- 
test was also very close. The Lady 
Falcons did manage to take a five- 
point lead during the last minute of 
the game. 
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we can do the same type of thing with all of our sports. 
Changes are always scary and difficult.” 

At its January meeting, the Board of Directors voted 
14-3 in favor of the statewide tournament proposal. 

Brillo isn’t really sure what the outcome of the vote 
will be on Feb. 28. 

If the new statewide plan is approved, it will go into 
effect at the start of the 2021-2022 school year. 

Currently the winner of each Division of the Western 
Mass. tournaments faces the winning team of the Central 
Mass. tournament in the state semifinals. The winner of 
that contest plays the Eastern Mass. champion in the state 
finals. 

“There are some inequities on how a team currently 
gets into the tournament,” Brillo said. “There is a seed- 
ing inequity and there 1s a difference in number of games 
played, especially in Eastern Mass., to get to the state 
finals.” 

Under the new statewide plan, the top 32 teams in 
each Division will be ranked by Maxpreps and they’ll 
automatically qualify for the postseason tournament. All 
of the other teams that finish with a .500 or better record 
will also qualify for the tournament. The teams will be 
put in four brackets similar to the NCAA basketball tour- 
nament. 

The finals of the Western Mass. girls and boys basket- 
ball tournaments are currently held at the historic Curry 
Hicks Cage located on the UMass-Amherst campus. It’s 
the one place all of the varsity basketball players from 
Western Mass. dreams about playing a game at that spe- 
cial venue. 

“All of our basketball teams have really enjoyed the 
experience of playing at the Cage in the past,” said Ware 
boys varsity basketball coach Gene Rich. “It would be 
nice if we’re able to keep the Western Mass. tournament. 
You could play one of your rivals in the tournament. I 
would hate to break up something that works.” 

Rich is also the Principal at Ware High School. 

All of the Western Mass. tournaments are run by the 
PVIAC. 

Lou Conte is the PVIAC Executive Secretary and Jeff 
Boudway is the PVIAC Administrative Assistant. 

“The PVIAC has done a great job and it has been 
commended many times by the MIAA for the way it con- 
ducts business in this part of the state,” Rich said. “They 
do the tournament seedings and make the tournament 
schedules for each sport.” 

The Central Mass. basketball tournament is normally 
held at the Harrington Auditorium located on the W.P.I. 
campus in Worcester. A longtime Central Mass. girls var- 
sity basketball coach always says that playing a tourna- 
ment game at W.P.I. is like going to Disney World for his 
players. 

The Clark Tournament, which is held during the Feb- 
ruary school vacation week, is another popular basketball 
tournament in Central Massachusetts. 

All of the high schools will have to insert their win 
and loss records to Maxpreps in order for the new system 
to be successful. 

The first and second finishers in almost every league 
also currently qualify for the postseason tournament, but 
that will no longer take place under the new plan. 

Minnechaug Regional High School Athletic Director 
Michael Roy said he would like to see more clarity on the 
way Maxpreps will choose rankings. 

“They have not really clarified the format Maxpreps 
will use to judge the games,” said Roy. “That makes it 
hard to judge this tournament proposal. 

The South Hadley girls basketball team will finish 
the regular season with a below .500 overall record, but 
they still clinched a berth in the Western Mass. Division 3 
tournament by finishing in second place in the Suburban 
League. 

While Brillo is the Athletic Director of a large high 
school that currently competes at the Division | and 2 
levels, Rich coach’s basketball at a smaller high school 
that competes at the Division 4 level in most sports. 

“Tt might be a struggle for a smaller high schools like 
us,’ said Rich. “Financially, it could put a little bit of a 
burden on our athletic budget if we’re forced to travel to 
Eastern Mass. to play a tournament game. It’s the same 
problem for every small high school in the state and we’ ll 
just have to think outside the box.” 

Agawam High School Athletic Director David Strat- 
ton and South Hadley High School Athletic Director Eric 
Castonguay have both said they are opposed to the pro- 
posal. Castonguay believes the proposal only benefits the 
eastern part of the state. Stratton says the Western Mass. 
tournament is important to the region. 

“Even though the sectional tournament would change 
the path to a state final to be more equitable,” said Strat- 
ton. “I feel the sectional playoff process works. 

No matter the outcome of the vote on Feb. 28, the 
landscape of high school sports in Western Massachu- 
setts will probably be changing during the next couple 
of years. 
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to head down the court. 


——_ 


Mike Talaia tries to power his way around a Comp 


defender. 





REGION — March Madness is 
coming, and for the second straight 
year, Turley Sports will bring you 
“MIAA bracketology.” 

In two weeks, in our February 27 
and 28 issues of all Turley Publica- 
tions papers, the sports department 
will be presenting its picks for the 
MIAA Western Massachusetts Tour- 
naments. There will be four brackets 
for boys basketball, and four brack- 
ets for girls basketball. 

The brackets will detail our picks 
to make it all the way to our own sec- 
tional championships, held right at 
the famed Curry Hicks Cage on the 
campus of the University of Massa- 





Matt DeVine comes down with the rebound and readies 





44 


chusetts-Ambherst. 

Will we be right, or will we be 
wrong? Who knows. But we sincere- 
ly hope our readers enjoy following 
the progress of the Western Mass. 
tournament, that is one of the most 
popular tournaments that takes place 
in the year. Whether it is Division | 
or Division 4, the basketball tourna- 
ments are some of most exciting ac- 
tion of the year. 

The brackets we will be present- 
ing in two weeks will reflect sim- 
ple guesses on the part of Turley 
Sports with short commentary below 
each bracket to explain our brack- 
ets. We encourage you to compare 
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Colin Leydon makes an inbound pass. 





DeVine, Ofcarcik 
lead Chaug past 
Chicopee Comp 





MIAA Bracketology returning soon 


our brackets to your own. We hope 
you enjoy watching the tournament 
unfold from Feb. 24 when the first 
round is scheduled to begin, all the 
way to Curry Hicks Cage on March 
7 and 8. 

The tournament brackets are 
scheduled to be released on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 22. The Turley Sports 
bracketology will be prepared the 
following day prior to the start of the 
tournament, and then will available 
online through our turley.com web- 
site and will be published in the pa- 
pers available Thursday, Feb. 27 and 
Friday, Feb. 28. Happy tournament 
to all! 





This week in recreation 


By Erin Carroll, 
Assistant Director 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


Soon all the snow 
will be melted, the buds 
will begin to appear on 
the trees and the world 
starts to become green 
again. Spring will be 
here before you know it! 

At the Wilbraham 
Parks and _ Recreation 
Department, we are not 
only busy with spring 





and summer programs but we also 
have some great events to look 
forward to. 

Our first event will be our very 
popular 17th Annual Egg Hunt 
(toddler — age 10), which will 
take place on Saturday, April 11 at 
10 a.m. at our Spec Pond Recre- 
ational Complex. Please be sure to 
bring your camera and have your 
picture taken with the Easter Bun- 
ny, win prizes and play games. Be 


sure to register early as space is 
limited and registration will not be 
accepted at the event. Registration 
will be open online at Wilbraham- 
Rec.com and at the Rec. 
Office starting Tuesday, 
ebeZor 

The Wilbraham 
Friends of Recreation 
is busy putting the final 
touches on The Falcon 
SK Trail Race that will 
step off Saturday, April 
18. The event is spon- 
sored by LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, and will 
take place at McDonald’s Nature 
Preserve. The race is open to all 
ages and is on a moderate skill 
level trail. Prizes will be award- 
ed for winners of all age groups. 
All those that register by March 
29 will also receive a custom de- 
signed, moisture-wicking long 
sleeve shirt. You can register on- 
line at WilbrahamRec.com, print 
the form and mail in to: Friends 
of Recreation (P.O. Box 283, Wil- 


braham) or come into the Rec. 
Office. We hope you can join us 
for the race to help out the Friends 
of Recreation, as all funds raised 
from the event will go to improve- 
ments at the Town of Wilbraham 
Recreational Facilities. 

Also be on the lookout for more 
information on our other events 
that feature Baseball and Softball 
Opening Days, Junior Home Run 
Derby and Fishing Derby! 


Notes: The Spec Pavilion rent- 
al calendar is open and dates are 
filling up. Our beautiful open-sid- 
ed Pavilion with a kitchen and 
bathrooms is a wonderful place to 
hold a picnic, reunions, gradua- 
tions, weddings, company picnics 
and more. Our summer program 
booklet will be out in mid-March 
packed with many summer pro- 
grams, Spec Day Camp and beach 
information. Please visit Wilbra- 
hamRec.com for more program 
details and to register. 
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Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Caleb White runs into a roadblock as he attempts to 
drive to the basket. 


WILBRAHAM - Last Monday night, Matt DeVine 
and Jason Ofcarcik scored 16 points each as the Falcons 
defeated Chicopee Comprehensive 60-55. The Falcons 
are now 12-7 and had one game remaining in the final 
week of the regular season. 


State tournament 
information meeting 


scheduled for Feb. 24 


REGION —- The Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) Tournament Manage- 
ment Committee (TMC) has scheduled the regional 
meetings. These meetings will include an overview 
presentation of the Statewide Tournament Proposal 
provided by members of the MIAA TMC, followed by 
a question-and-answer session. 

These informational meetings are a great opportu- 
nity to enhance understanding of the Statewide Tour- 
nament Proposal and provide feedback to the TMC. 
The meetings are open to Superintendents, Principals, 
Athletic Directors, Coaches, Officials and Media. 

The Western Massachusetts meeting will be held 
on Monday, Feb. 24 at Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School at 6 p.m. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to 
its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 
Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
closing, under new management or ownership, 
Celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 
representatives. 

For more information on business coverage 
for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email 
twitkop@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


NEW ADULT GIANT Escape 3, 
21 speed bike. Bought from Mickey’s 
in Chicopee. New $372, asking $325. 
413-531-0956 South Hadley 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $220.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





**k*EEEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie. 
parrotta@ gmail.com for more infor- 
mation. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





(JI MasterCard 


I VISA (4 Discover 


(J Cash 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Village Hills RD 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 











NEW BRAINTREE 


BROOKFIELD 









EAST 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59 000 


Includes 
$$ —_ — additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 


Add a third ZONE 


$5.00 : 
_ 
Subtotal - 


Xx Number of Weeks _ 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 
ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 
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PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


CEI C RY 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 





oy Ys oO) Ot 
NK 
AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 


FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
oy AN 3 Bel wee. 
413-219-6339 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


HORSES 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


FOSTER CARE. 
You can help change 


someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for children 





and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


MOBILITY TRAINER 
PART-TIME 
PIONEER VALLEY TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY 


This part-time (up to 20 hrs./week), 
grant funded, temporary, non-benefit- 
ed position will help train elders and in- 
dividuals with disabilities to gain great- 
er independence through access and 
use of fixed-route public transportation. 
The trainer will conduct needs assess- 
ments, develop training plans and con- 
duct individual and small group train- 
ing sessions to help individuals learn 
to use fixed-route bus service. Review 
detailed job description and qualifica- 
tion requirements under Careers at 
www.pvta.com. $16.00/hour. Please 
upload cover letter and resume via 
our website or mail to: PVTA, Attn: HR 
Manager, 2808 Main Street, Spring- 
field, MA 01107. EEO/ AA/DF 


MONSON COUNCIL ON AGING 
seeking baker. Prepare and coordinate 
continental breakfast twice a week. 
Prepare baked goods for meals. 12+ 
hours a week. Minimum wage. Send 
cover letter and resume to 106 Main 
Street, Monson, MA 


CEI CRY 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


WANT TO KEEP MONEY IN YOUR WALLET? 
AJE Financial Services Can Help You Do Just That! 
* FREE Electronic Filing * FREE Direct Deposit 
* Stress FREE Tax Returns 
Personal & Business Tax Preparation. 
Make Your Appointment Today! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


IRS | Tel: 413-289-0058 
waz) Fay: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/ 53 (e1 a} ie) am kd.ars tale all atclalelicl mols) AVAL ests 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


PARK MAINTENANCE AND 
GROUNDSKEEPER Position (sea- 
sonal/part-time) 

Applicant will be responsible for gener- 
al maintenance of Memorial Park and 
baseball fields as well as the baseball/ 
soccer fields at Thornton Burgess. Job 
description and application forms can 
be found at https:/AWwww.hampdenma. 
gov/town-administrator/pages/board- 
openings-job-postings. Please submit 
to Hampden Parks and Recreation 
625 Main Street, Hampden MA 01036. 
(413)566-2151 x108. 


PART TIME VAN DRIVER. 15+ 
hours may include weekends. Valid 
MA license. First Aid and CPR Certif- 
icate. Good interpersonal skills. Some 
heavy lifting. Previous experience a 
plus. Send cover letter and resume to 
106 Main St., Monson, MA 


RETIRED, HEALTHY UM PRO- 
FESSOR seeks 24 hr live-in Home 
Aids, Mon - Fri and or Sat., Sun. In- 
cluded in paids 24 hrs or 8 hrs for 
sleeping and 3 hrs for eating, groom- 
ing, exercising, shopping and use of 
TV and smart phone. A pay for 24 hr 
shift is $200. 

Interested persons should email RE- 
SUME to edddriver92@ gmail.com At 
least, RESUME must state applicants 
contact info, age, sex, marital status, 
height, weight, health status with doc- 
umentation, current and recent em- 
ployment and wages received, names 
and contact info for 2 or more refer- 
ences, and QUALIFICATIONS TO BE 
A HOME AID TO ME. Most qualified 
applicants will be invited for an inter- 
view and home visit within two weeks 
of receipt of their emails. 


SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 


developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
P/T ADMIN. ASSISTANT - 

PLANNING & ZONING 
Looking for a reliable Part-Time Admin- 
istrative Assistant — Planning & Zoning. 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Application deadline 3/13/2020 at 4:30 
PM. EOE 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


CHiram IRS 


PUBS WE Bie ae 2222intment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 
\o 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


TAX Ee £ae SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


ae! 


Federal & All States 


? 2ZISA7I) 


— ——_ A 





ms 990 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 5 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


PROSCAN 


[SOLUTIONS | | | /////J 


SECURE INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 


PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN 
Primary Responsibilities: 
Production Technicians will be asked to 
prep and scan original files. 

Skills and Knowledge 

¢ Organizational Skills and Attention to 
Details 

¢ Ability to Work in a Fast-Paced, 
Deadline-Driven Environment 

¢ Ability to Focus for Extended Periods 
of Time 

¢ Computer Skills and Basic Computer 
Knowledge 

¢ Excellent Typing Skills 

¢ Customer Service Skills 

¢ Ability to Work Well with Others 

¢ A Positive Attitude 

¢ Excellent References 

¢ A Strong Work Ethic 

¢ Ability/Desire to Work Occasional 
Over-Time 

e Experience in High-Volume Scan- 
ning, Imaging, and/or Data-Entry is 
Desirable 

Part-Time and Full-Time Candi- 
dates will be Considered 

Training will be Provided for Qualified 
Applicants 

Competitive Benefits, Including Health 
Insurance, Available 

Interested Individuals Are Encouraged 
to Call: 


413.279.1701 
Email Correspondence & Resumes 
Can be Directed to: kris.barthelette @ 
proscansolutions.com Joe.kelly @ pro- 
shred.com 
Interviews Will Be Conducted by Ap- 
pointment Only 





TWO HOUSES IN Wilbraham, one 
bldg. lot in Springfield, on bldg. lot in 
Florida for sale. 413-426-0907 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


MONTHLY PARKING.:- OTR Truck- 
ers; safe local designated parking. 1 
mile to Mass Pike, exit 8 Palmer. $125/ 
mo. GBI Real Estate call or text, 413- 
348-9335. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BONDSVILLE- MAIN ST. 2 

bedroom, $800 month. First & Last 

(413)324-6826 
VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 














ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Buying? 
Selling? 
Our 
2) , Classifieds 
ate . Get 
erp y Results! 
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The South Hadley Housing Authority is 


seeking an Executive Assistant 

for a 35 hour work week to assist in the administration 
and management of all programs of the housing 
authority. Interaction with residents, vendors, and 
maintenance personnel, as well as local and state 
officials is required. Responsibilities include rent 
collection, leasing, maintenance of the wait lists, 
accounts payable and receivable, work orders, dispute 
resolution, re-certifications of rent, as well as other 
tasks as assigned by the Executive Director. The 
successful applicant will have good oral and written 
communication skills, as well as organizational and 
computer skills. Prior experience in housing or property 
management in a private, state or federal housing 
office , as well as knowledge of DHCD or HUD housing 
regulations is a plus. Salary is based on experience. 


Send resume with cover letter to: 
ADMINISTRATIVE SEARCH 
c/o South Hadley Housing Authority, 
69 Lathrop Street, South Hadley, MA, 01075. 


This position will remain open until filled. 
SHHA is an EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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Legislators to hold forum on crumbling foundations 


MONSON - State Rep. Bri- 
an Ashe, D-Longmeadow, and 
Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, 
announced a public forum to up- 
date Western Massachusetts res- 
idents on the status of crumbling 
concrete foundations across the 
State. 


The forum will take place 
Saturday, March 14 from 10 
a.m. to noon at Granite Valley 
Middle School, 21 Thompson 
St., Monson. Following a brief 
presentation, there will be time 
for questions and answers. 

Many homes in Central and 


Western Massachusetts have 
been affected by the presence 
of pyrrhotite, an iron sulfide that 
reacts with water, in the concrete 
building foundations. Residents 
will receive an update about the 
issue, the state’s reimbursement 
program and hear the final report 


filed by the Crumbling Concrete 
Foundations Study Commission. 

The commission was tasked 
with examining the financial and 
economic impacts of crumbling 
concrete foundations by identi- 
fying affected locations and the 
estimated cost to fully restore 


the damaged foundations. The 
report makes recommendations 
regarding next steps and actions 
the state should take to best as- 
sist affected homeowners. 
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wes FOOD & SPIRITS 
ZZ 


WMARCH EAD) VESS) SPECIAL ; 
e GOURMET PIZZAS ¢ GIANT CALZONES 
e GRINDERS & WRAPS « WINGS e DINNERS 





¢ PERSONAL SIZE CAULIFLOWER Fri. 2/21 an at 3/2 
CRUST PIZZA! Visit our website to BOSTON'S 
enroll in our NEW ERIN 0G & JERRY MURPHY 
WEEKLY SPECIALS! CUSTOMER LOYALTY <= : 
CATERING AVAILABLE REWARDS PROGRAM! 


ENJOY ALL OF THE GAMES IN OUR LOUNGE! 
Monday Martinis ¢ Monday 80¢ Wings 
& Tuesday 1/2 Price Apps 


*FREE Delivery (413) 566-8015 to Surrounding Area 


*Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, 
Sixteen Acres, East Forest Park 
& Hampden and Limited Area 
in Connecticut. 
($15 minimum order) 


Fri. me 28 
BILLY EAGEN & 
BARNEY MCELHONE 


aZ THURSDAY: 
Corned Beef & Cabbage 
wan FRIDAY: 
Ze, Baked Haddock 
SATURDAY: 


Sat. 2/29 
SPUNK & SASS 


ENTERTAINMENT 


www.giospizzeria.com 
9 Allen Street 

Hampden Mini Mall 

Hampden, MA 


Join us for 
Sunday 






Breakfast 
8:30am-12pm ae Prime Rib Dinner 

















1 Allen St., Hampden, MA e 413-566- 8324 








3-COURSE PRIX or P2O 
a FORE MENU DLO. _ HALF PRICED APPETIZERS 
__ from 4-10 GENEID 
N.Y. STRIP S 1 2 LIVE MUSIC 
STEAK IN OUR LOUNGE 
Choice of Sauce & 2 Sides Friday & Saturday 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 
Lunch Served 
Tuesday-Sunday 
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 





